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NEXT MEETING

May 20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Community Rooms
GIANT Supermarket
315 N. York Rd., Willow Grove, PA

Dinner: 

For those who would like to join us for dinner 
beforehand, we will meet at The W Tavern, about a 
block from GIANT, at 5:00 p.m. for cocktails 
followed by dinner at 5:30 p.m.

210 York Rd., Willow Grove, PA

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Paul F. Miller

I am fairly certain that everyone already knows about 
BOSTON 2026 World Expo. However, this is such a 
tremendous event that it is well worth repeating.

BOSTON 2026 World Expo, the twelfth international 
philatelic exhibition of the United States, will be held 
in Boston, Massachusetts on May 23 – 30, 2026.

The BOSTON 2026 website provides some initial 
information about the event:

In a 352,000 square foot contiguous exhibition area, 
Boston 2026 will be hosting a large dealer bourse, 
as well as a sizable postal administration bourse, 
and society presence. There will be an FIP 
competitive exhibition of approximately 3,500 
frames, plus other special/court of honor exhibits, as 
well as a large FIP literature competition. We will be 
hosting hundreds of meetings/presentations in 40+ 
meeting rooms of various sizes. A large opening 

ceremony and closing awards dinner will be staged 
using the BCEC’s (Boston Convention & Exhibition 
Center) banquet room facilities.

Although you may think that’s still a full year away, it 
will be here before you blink twice. Preparations are 
well underway to make BOSTON 2026 an 
unforgettable event. Hopefully, everyone reading this 
will be able to make it to the show and enjoy 
everything that the show will have to offer.

In order to learn all about the preparations for 
BOSTON 2026, we are very excited to have Dr. Yamil 
H. Kouri, President of BOSTON 2026, provide 
information about what is happening during the lead-
up to the show and what we can all expect to see if we 
attend the event.

(Continued next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

PROGRAM FOR MAY 20, 2025:
BOSTON 2026 INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXPOSITION

Our speaker will be Dr. Yamil Kouri, president of BOSTON 2026. Dr. Kouri will join us via Zoom for an update on 
next year's international philatelic exposition. 
 
In January 2025, the Collectors Club of New York announced Dr. Kouri
as this year’s winner of the Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award
for Distinguished Service to Philately.
 
The Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award for Distinguished Service
to Philately is annually given to living individuals for outstanding
service to philately. The award was established in 1952 in honor of 
Alfred F. Lichtenstein, one of America’s most accomplished philatelists.

Dr. Kouri will be presenting to the GPSCC 
membership via a Zoom conference call during the 
GPSCC’s May 20, 2025, regular meeting. Dr. Kouri will 
have a prepared presentation that he will share with 
us, and then he will allow for extra time for a 
question-and-answer session.

The best way to participate will be to join the GPSCC 
meeting live at our regular meeting location. 
However, if you cannot attend in person, there will be 
a log-in feature for the Zoom session. 

Whether you attend in person or virtually, this is 
something not to be missed. Having Dr. Kouri’s

presentation at the GPSCC meeting will not only be 
extremely informative, but it will also help to keep the 
excitement high for an outstanding event.

This is such an exciting time in the world of philately, 
as these international philatelic exhibitions only 
come around to the United States once every ten 
years. Because of his level of involvement, Dr. Kouri’s 
knowledge and insight into the event will be valuable 
information that you can use right up to the moment 
you step through the doors at BOSTON 2026.

I hope you can join in the meeting. 

The U.S. Postal Service announced the upcoming 
issuance of two BOSTON 2026 promotional stamps. The 
issue will be in se-tenant format and printed in intaglio. 
The stamps picture the Old North Church in Boston (left) 
and Paul Revere on his Midnight Ride (right).
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CLUB MAILING ADDRESS

Greater Philadelphia Stamp &
    Collectors Club
661 High Pointe Circle
Langhorne, PA 19047

UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS FOR 2025

June 17 – Aug. 19 – Sep. 16 – Oct. 21 – Nov. 18 – Dec. 16 (Holiday Dinner)
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 17 – Philatelic Gathering, 10:00 a.m.-noon, Chester County History 
Center, 225 N. High St., West Chester PA.

May 24 - Springfield-Delco Stamp Show, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
199 W. Baltimore Pike, Clifton Heights, PA.

June 6-8 – NAPEX, McLean Hilton at Tyson’s Corner, 7920 Jones Branch 
Dr., McLean VA.

June 21 – Philatelic Gathering, 10:00 a.m.-noon, Chester County History 
Center, 225 N. High St., West Chester PA.

June 21-22 – SCOPEX, American Philatelic Center, Bellefonte PA.

July 14-18 – APS Volunteer Work Week, American Philatelic Center, 
Bellefonte PA

July 19 – Philatelic Gathering, 10:00 a.m.-noon, Chester County History 
Center, 225 N. High St., West Chester PA.

August 14-17 – Great American Stamp Show American Philatelic Society, 
American Topical Association, & American First Day Cover Society, 
Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center, 1551 Thoreau Dr. N, 
Schaumburg, IL.
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WEB SITE

www.gpscc.org

FOLLOW US ON 
INSTAGRAM

@gpscc19090

HAVE SOMETHING PHILATELIC YOU WANT TO SHARE?

The Philly Philatelist is always interested in publishing articles by our 
members or other collectors.

Articles of any length are welcome. An article that is 750 words long with 
two or three images will fill two pages. Just email the text in a Word file 
and the images as separate files to Michael Wilson at 
newsletter@gpscc.org.

Thanks!

mailto:president@gpscc.org
mailto:vpprograms@gpscc.org
mailto:treasurer@gpscc.org
mailto:secretary@gpscc.org
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org
mailto:showsevents@gpscc.org
https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
https://stamps.org/events/events-calendar/id/26032
https://www.napex.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
https://stamps.org/events/events-calendar/id/25839
https://stamps.org/learn/volunteer-work-week
https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org


May 2025 www.GPSCC.org Volume 13, Issue 5, p. 4

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 15, 2025, GPSCC MEETING

GPSCC VP Michael Wilson called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. There were 13 attendees 
including new member Thomas McFarland. We 
did a round of introductions to welcome Thomas 
to the club.

Because the president, secretary and treasurer 
were unable to make the meeting, we dispensed 
with the business portion of the meeting and went 
straight to our guest speaker, noted revenue 
collector Ron Lesher. 

Michael introduced Ron noting that he received 
the American Philatelic Society’s (APS) prestigious 
Luff Award in 2021 for distinguished philatelic 
research. He has been collecting stamps since 
1956 and is a regular contributor to The American 
Philatelist on revenue stamps. He has twice been a 
guest curator at the National Postal Museum and 
is a national and international accredited judge.

Ron’s presentation was titled, “Pure Adulteration” 
in honor of a book authored by Benjamin R. 
Cohen. Ron said the book was a fun read, and he 
highly recommended it.

Ron then went into his presentation covering 
oleomargarine stamps issued by both the U.S. 
Internal Revenue Service and state authorities; 
processed or renovated butter stamps; filled 
cheese stamps; mixed flour stamps; and fertilizer, 
animal food, and peat and humus stamps. It was a 
fascinating presentation illustrating the wide 
variety of food and agricultural products that were 
taxed from the 1880s into the 1950s.

Ron answered several questions and then 
received a round of applause for a wonderful 
presentation.

After a reminder of Dr. Yamil Kouri’s Zoom 
presentation in May, the meeting adjourned at 
8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Michael L. Wilson

Ron Lesher 
presenting 
to the 
GPSCC
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DID YOU KNOW?
Paul F. Miller

There are many great ways to enjoy our stamp 
collecting hobby. We all enjoy the designs, the color, 
and the history behind many of the stamps we 
collect.

But have you ever considered the smell of stamps?

Over the years, several postal agencies around the 
world have attempted to add smells to their stamps 
to add a unique and interesting feature. Here are a 
few examples.

The small Himalayan nation of Bhutan was probably 
the first nation to issue this type of stamp in 1973. 
These stamps were perfumed to smell like roses. 

In celebration of the Year of the Pig in 2007, China 
issued a stamp bearing the aroma of sweet and sour 
pork. It is rumored that the stamp’s adhesive actually 
tasted a little like the famous Chinese delicacy!

In 2001, Brazil produced coffee scented stamps to 
promote their coffee, using coffee essence and 
special technology to ensure the aroma lasted.

Continuing the trend for delicious smelling stamps, 
Belgium produced a range of stamps to promote their 
famous chocolate. They looked good enough to eat, 
but really just tasted like paper and glue!

What does The 
Philly Philatelist 
smell like? A Philly 
Cheesesteak of 
course! (If you 
can’t smell 
anything, it might 
be your computer 
or the paper. In 
that case, head 
over to Pat’s on 9th 
& Wharton.)  

SPECIAL HANDLING 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Club member Bob Rufe, an expert in
“Special Handling” stamps, prepared a
commemorative cover to celebrate the
100th anniversary of Special Handling
Service. Bob’s cover was featured in the
May 12, 2025, issue of Linn’s Stamp News.
The USPS phased out the service for
all but live animals in May 2022.   
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A 66 POUND PARCEL MAILED WITH “PAKKE PORTO” STAMPS TO GREENLAND
Jaume Balsells

Greenland has been in the news lately and I thought 
this would be a great opportunity to look at this 
territory beyond the political stunts and through the 
lens of philately. For centuries, Denmark enforced its 
sovereignty on the island with a strict trade monopoly 
that lasted until the 1950s. Only ships from the Royal 
Greenland Trading Department (the Kongelige 
Grønlandske Handel or KGH) were allowed to trade 
and exchange goods between Copenhagen and the 
multiple settlements in Greenland, most of them 
located on its southwestern coast.

Mail to and from the colony was free until 1938, but 
parcels required payment of postage beginning in 
1905. For this purpose, parcel post stamps (“Pakke 
Porto” in Danish) were issued by the KGH with the 
authorization of the Danish Post. All major 
catalogues list these stamps under Greenland, but 
they were used to pay for postage of parcels traveling 
in both directions. In fact, the vast majority of parcels 
were sent from Copenhagen to the few hundred 
Danish nationals residing in the island during those 
years. 

Starting in 1910, the use of parcel cards (see image 
bottom of page 7) became mandatory to track parcels. 
A very small number of parcel wrapper fragments

with Pakke Porto stamps exist, but parcel cards are 
the main source of material nowadays for postal 
historians and collectors of Pakke Porto stamps. 
While different type cards were used over the years, 
their structure remained consistent. 

The column on the left was divided into four sections. 
The space of the top was for the parcel number 
labels. Each card could be used to send up to three 
parcels to the same recipient. Presumably the same 
number label was affixed to the actual parcel, or the 
number written on it. The second section was the 
insured value of the parcels. Insurance could be 
purchased separately and was paid in cash, not in 
stamps. The third section was the number of parcels, 
and the fourth section was the weight, in kilograms, 
of each of the parcels. Not all sections of the cards 
were always filled up.

The right side of the card was divided into two 
sections. The top part was for affixing stamps while 
the bottom part contained the delivery information, 
usually just the names of the addressee and the 
settlement where they resided. The back of the card 
was for the sender’s details and could also be used 
for additional stamps if needed.

The ship Hans Egede leaving the KGH docks in 

Copenhagen for Greenland, circa 1937.

The KGH ship Hans Egede near Umanak, in northwest 

Greenland, circa 1925.
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A 66 POUND PARCEL (CONTINUED)

Postage rates were based on the weight of the parcels 
and there were discounted rates for printed matter, of 
which newspapers were the most common form. 
There was a 10-kilogram limit on parcels (equivalent 
to 22 pounds). Anything heavier than 10 kilograms 
was considered freight and not a postal item. 

We are looking today at one such parcel card from my 
collection. What I find interesting about this card is 
that it has the highest possible postage for a parcel 
shipment according to the regulations. It was used to 
send three 10-kilogram parcels as verified by the 
three numbered labels and the weights of each parcel 
written in blue crayon. The rate for a parcel between 5 
and 10 kilograms was 3 Kroner 40 øre, matching the 
postage of 10 Kroner 20 øre of this card. The total 
weight sent with this parcel card was 66 pounds!

For the Scandinavian specialists, another interesting 
fact about the card is that the stamps on it come 
from three different printings. The 3 Kroner stamps 
are Scott Q9 and were printed in typography by 
Thiele in 1930. The 1 Krone stamp is Scott Q11, a 
redrawn design printed in lithography by Andreasen 

& Lachman in 1937. Finally, the 20 øre stamp on the 
back of the card is Scott Q6a, printed by Schulz in 
1937 and perforated 10.75 instead of the 11.5 of the 
more common 20 øre stamps Scott Q6. The stamps 
are all canceled by the Grønland Styrelse (Board of 
Greenland) date stamp used between 1936 and 1938.

Pakke Porto stamps remained in use until 1938. Free 
mail for letters was discontinued at that time and the 
first stamps of Greenland were issued by the Danish 
Post, replacing the Pakke Porto stamps for parcels. 

Above: Back of the same parcel 

card with additional postage.

Left: Front of a parcel card sent 

on October 29, 1937, from 

Copenhagen to Godthaab 

(Nuuk), Greenland.
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P.O. BOX 1663: HUSH! DON’T TELL ANYONE
Michael L. Wilson 

This unassuming cover was mailed by Doris Watkins 
from Cambria, Virginia on December 2, 1944. It's 
addressed to her husband, Army Staff Sergeant Peter 
H. Watkins stationed in New Mexico. It is posted with 
an extremely common 3-cent “Win the War” stamp 
released July 4, 1942. More than 20.6 billion of these 
stamps were printed.

The cover also bears a censor mark and censor tape 
indicating that its contents were read and passed 
muster. That was par for the course for much mail 
during wartime. The enclosure no longer exists, but 
the letter was most certainly banal.   

So why bother highlighting this cover? Well, see the 
Post Office (PO) box to which it was delivered, “Box 
1663”? That was the PO box for mail sent to Los 
Alamos, the top-secret site in New Mexico where the 
atomic bomb was developed. The first nuclear 
weapon was tested there on July 16, 1945, which was 
followed by two atomic bomb drops on Japan in 
August 1945 that hastened the end of the war.

Los Alamos was established in 1943 as a top-secret 
site to develop nuclear weapons under the 
Manhattan Project. Thousands of employees were 
stationed there, and their mail was delivered to Box 
1663 and later two additional boxes (180 and 1539).

Staff Sergeant Peter Watkins was born in England in 
1919 and grew up in Bisbee, Arizona. He was well 
educated earning a B.S. in Chemistry from the 
University of Arizona-Tucson before the war and a 
B.S. in Engineering, a Master of Science and a Ph.D. 
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute (VPI) after the war.

Los Alamos employed many prominent scientists – 
including several Nobel Prize winners – but Watkins 
was still young and not at that level in his career when 
he was deployed there. Given his science 
background, he was assigned to the Army’s Special 
Engineering Detachment (SED). The SED was how the 
Manhattan Project ensured that it had access to 
young technicians and scientists subject to military 
service. By the time of the A-bomb test in July 1945, 
half of all laboratory personnel at Los Alamos was 
SED.

He met his future wife – Doris Virginia Carty – in 
Virginia where they married in September 1943. After 
earning his advanced degrees, Watkins taught 
Chemical Engineering at VPI. He was eventually 
employed by Exxon Research & Engineering 
Corporation as a chemical engineer and would retire 
from Exxon in 1981 as Coordinator of Professional 
Employment Technical Information. He passed away 
in New Jersey in 1992 at age 72.
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AWARDS AND HONORS
Alan Warren

Mark Schwartz won some trophies at Philatelic Show 
in Boxborough, Massachusetts in April. He took a 
large gold, the United States Stamp Society’s Statue 
of Freedom award, and the show Reserve Grand 
award with his “The New York Postmaster’s 
Provisional.” He received another large gold along 
with the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society medal for 
“The Use of Boston’s ‘PAID in Grid’ Cancels: 1851-
1859.” Lastly, Mark won a vermeil, an American 
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors (AAPE) award of 
honor, and the American Topical Association one-
frame award with his “Lynn, City of Shoes: The Shoe 
Industry in Lynn, Massachusetts.”

At the Westpex show in San Francisco in April, Bruce 
Marsden received a gold, the American Helvetia 
Philatelic Society’s (AHPS) Felix Ganz award, the 

AHPS silver medal for second highest (in points) 
Swiss exhibit, and the AAPE award of excellence for 
treatment with his “Switzerland Engineering and 
Landscapes 1949-1960.”

Michael Wilson had an article in the May-June 2025 
issue of The Airpost Journal. It was titled, “U.S. Army 
Air Corps in World War II—More Than Pilots: The 
Story of Stamp Collector and Fuller Brush Salesman 
Robert Schink.” The article describes Schink’s service 
in the European Theater of Operations and the covers 
he sent back home, including a couple with a cachet 
that he designed.  Schink was an avid stamp collector, 
but his other passion was sales. He worked as a Fuller 
Brush salesman for more than 50 years and was 
featured in several newspaper articles as the last of 
his kind.

Definitive Ending

The philatelist stood at the golden gates,

His head bowed very low,

And sadly he said to the Man of Fates:

“Which way have I to go?”

“What hast thou done?” St. Peter asked,

“To gain admission here?”

“I’ve plated Penny Reds and Blacks,

For many and many a year.”

“A GB fan.” St. Peter gasped

And he gently pressed a bell:

“Step right inside and pick your harp—

You’ve had your share of Hell.”

Want to do your 
own plating to 
ensure you get 
your harp? Then 
check out this 
guide. It’s only 
1,317 pages long! 

https://www.gbps.org.uk/information/downloads/postage-stamps/Fisher-Brown%20Rearranged%20-%20Mike%20Batty%20(5th%20edition,%202022).pdf
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PHILATELIC GATHERING, APRIL 19, 2025 

PHILATELIC GATHERING, MAY 17, 2025 

Bob Meyers will present “West African UPU British 
Empire Security Protected Specimen Stamps from 
1884 to 1948.” 

Bud Barker will present “The United States 
Presidential Series of 1938: An Overview.”

The Philatelic Gathering meets at the Chester 
County History Center, 225 N. High Street, West 
Chester, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. There is free on 

street parking and free coffee and donuts. After the 
meeting, whoever wants to join the group for a 
Dutch treat luncheon at a nearby restaurant in West 
Chester is welcome.

Contact Kean Spencer (keanwspencer1@gmail.com) 
if you would like to attend. There is no cost, but 
donations to the CCHC are appreciated. 

Louis Gotlib, a GPSCC member, spoke about “Liniments, 
Laxatives and a Congressman: Demas Barnes and his Stable 
of Patent Medicine Companies” in connection with private 
die proprietary revenue stamps. He examined the origin of 
the name “Demas” and described some of the liniments, 
powders, and other patent medicines he was involved with. 
One was Charles Fletcher’s Castoria laxative. Fletcher was 
also known for advertising and offered to help fund a 
pedestal for the Statue of Liberty if his signature was 
prominently displayed. Lou spoke about the three Demas 
stamps listed in Scott and the variety of revenue papers 
including old paper, silk paper, pink paper, and watermarked 
paper. Demas also served one term in the House of 
Representatives representing New York.

Alan Warren, another GPSCC member, gave an overview of 
first day covers of Denmark’s King Christian X issues of the 
1940s, showing cachets, auxiliary markings, censorship, and 
uses to foreign destinations.

Finally, Kean Spencer closed the session with a Show & Tell of 
his recent acquisitions of stamp boxes, containers and 
dispensers from across the globe, ranging from the 1870’s to 
the modern era. The group adjourned to the Iron Hill Brewery 
for lunch and discussion.

Louis 
Gotlib

Alan 
Warren

mailto:keanwspencer1@gmail.com
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