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NEXT MEETING

September 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Community Rooms
GIANT Supermarket
315 N. York Rd., Willow Grove, PA

Dinner: 

For those who would like to join us for dinner 
beforehand, we will meet at The W Tavern, about a 
block from GIANT, at 5:00 p.m. for cocktails 
followed by dinner at 5:30 p.m.

210 York Rd., Willow Grove, PA

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Paul F. Miller

Did you attend the Great American Stamp Show 2025 
(GASS 2025) last month? I did, and so did several of 
our club members. The general consensus is that 
GASS 2025 was a big success. It was billed as the 
biggest annual philatelic exhibition in the United 
States this year. 

Each year the show’s organizers strive for an event 
that is bigger and better than ever before. This year’s 
show did not disappoint! Although it is normally an 
annual event, there will be no GASS in 2026 because 
the Boston 2026 World Expo will take center stage. 
GASS will return again in 2027 in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

This year’s show was co-hosted by the American 
Philatelic Society (APS), American Topical 
Association, and American First Day Cover Society. 
Each organization is a huge contributor to the hobby. 
In fact, GASS is so important to these organizations 
that they have been collaborating together for five

years now to make the show memorable for every 
attendee.

Each organization had its own welcoming booth as 
you entered the show floor. Staff members and 
volunteers from each organization were available to 
answer questions, provide guidance, and inform you 
about membership opportunities and benefits.

(Continued next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 16, 2025: “APS TOWN HALL: THE LISTENING TOUR WITH KIRK 
GILLIS”

The APS’s new Executive Director, Kirk Gillis, will host his 
very first virtual APS Town Hall at the time of our September 
in-person meeting. 

We’ll take advantage of the opportunity to hear Kirk share his 
thoughts about the future of the APS. We might have a 
chance to ask him a question, and at the very least, we can 
discuss our takeaways at the conclusion of the virtual 
meeting.

You won't want to miss it!

Beyond the welcoming booths was a huge convention 
hall containing a bourse (sales area) of more than 85 
dealers from the United States and overseas offering 
stamps, postal history, and supplies. Sections of the 
hall also included a cachetmakers’ bourse and 
dozens of societies and philatelic groups.
 
The right-hand side of the entire hall was dedicated 
to an enormous number of competitive exhibits. 
There were almost 1,000 frames of philatelic 
materials. Several of our own club members had 
exhibits on display (and won awards), which makes 
me proud to say that they are GPSCC members! 

Special exhibits included rarities that are always 
wonderful to see: the U.S. 1918 24¢ Jenny Invert; an 
autographed 1962 4¢ Dag Hammarskjold invert; and 
a George Washington Free Frank. These special 
exhibits were provided by the American Philatelic 
Research Library and the APS.

The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) was a co-sponsor of 
the show and had a large booth with current U.S. 
stamps and other products for sale. A big seller for 
the USPS was the stamps and related material 
connected to the Boston 2026 World Expo. A first-day 

ceremony was held on Thursday during the show for 
these two new Forever stamps.

Several first-day ceremonies were held on the show 
floor stage while many other events and meetings 
were hosted in the convention center meeting rooms. 
A print-out of the official GASS 2025 Schedule of 
Events covered six pages. That’s quite an extensive 
list of activities for a 4-day show.

There certainly was plenty to see and do for many 
hours, if not days, at this year’s GASS. If you 
attended, you probably had an exciting time. If you 
did not attend, try to put one of these events on your 
calendar for the future. Stamp shows are a fantastic 
way to enhance and extend your interest in the 
hobby.

Kirk Gillis

“Boston 2026 World 
Stamp Show” stamps 
issued at GASS 2025 by 
the USPS 
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UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS FOR 2025 

Oct. 21 – Nov. 18 – Dec. 16 (Holiday Dinner)
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 13 -  Clifton 2025 Fall Stamp Coin Cover Show, 9:30 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., Community Recreation Center, 1232 Main Avenue @ Washington 
Avenue, Clifton, NJ.

September 20 – Philatelic Gathering, 10:00 a.m.-noon, Chester County 
History Center, 225 N. High St., West Chester PA.

September 26-28 – NOJEX, Hilton Hasbrouck, 650 Terrace Ave, Hasbrouck 
Heights, NJ.

October 18 – Philatelic Gathering, 10:00 a.m.-noon, Chester County 
History Center, 225 N. High St., West Chester PA.
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WEB SITE

www.gpscc.org

FOLLOW US ON 
INSTAGRAM

@gpscc19090

HAVE SOMETHING PHILATELIC YOU WANT TO SHARE?

The Philly Philatelist is always interested in publishing articles by our 
members or other collectors.

Articles of any length are welcome. An article that is 750 words long with 
two or three images will fill two pages. Just email the text in a Word file 
and the images as separate files to newsletter@gpscc.org.

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS FOR 2026 REQUESTED

The new year is fast approaching, and I’m looking for anyone interested in 
making a presentation at one of next year’s meetings. I’m also looking for 
any topics you would like to hear about.

We have a speaker for January 2026. but February, March, April, May, June, 
August, September, October, and November are open.

Drop me a note at vpprograms@gpscc.org. 

Thanks, Mike Wilson

mailto:president@gpscc.org
mailto:vpprograms@gpscc.org
mailto:treasurer@gpscc.org
mailto:secretary@gpscc.org
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org
mailto:showsevents@gpscc.org
http://www.clifton-stamp-society.org/our-show-schedule/
https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
https://www.nojex.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org
mailto:vpprograms@gpscc.org
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 19, 2025, GPSCC MEETING

The meeting was brought to order promptly by 
President Paul Miller at 7:00 p.m.

Member Thom Almerini gave a presentation titled, 
“The Postal History of Indonesia.” He spoke about 
the geography, economics and politics of Indonesia. 
One of the reasons for his interest in this country is 
availability of philatelic materials.

Indonesia is a republic with 17,000 islands.  It is an 
archipelago with approximately 280 million people 
and is the fourth most populated country in the 
world.  Jakarta is its largest city. Indonesia is 
composed of a lot of forests and wilderness just like 
the middle of the United States. It has a variety of 
different ethnic groups, including a high Muslim 
population. It has the 16th largest economy and is the 
third largest democracy.  Indonesia is a member of 
the United Nations, World Trade Organization, The 
G20, and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.

The postal history of Indonesia is divided into three 
parts.  The first official postage stamps were issued in 
1864 when the area was known as the Dutch East 
Indies. The second postal era was between 1942-1945 
during the Japanese occupation of World War II.  The 
current independent period started in 1945 when the 
Republic of Indonesia came into being.

Currently,  Indonesia has a state-owned postal system 
called “Pos Indonesia.” Thom brought some 
examples of stamps from all three eras.  He is also 
studying the language of Indonesia.

Several members of GPSCC attended the Great 
American Stamp Show (GASS) held in Schaumburg, 
Illinois from August 14-17.  During the American 
Topical Association (ATA) meeting, Richard Brent 
received a 50-year membership certificate.  Alan 
Warren presented member Mark Schwartz with the 
Luff award for exceptional contributions to philately.

Bruce Marsden won an award at the show and 
brought in one of his great buys. At the show he sat 
down with several international dealers and

discussed how to send philatelic merchandise to the 
United States using specific codes to avoid tariffs.  

Bruce distributed flyers from Hostelling International 
USA about more affordable accommodations for 
Boston 2026.  Their motto is “Save on your stay, 
spend more on your collection!”

Mike Wilson showed a cover that he bought at GASS 
that was mailed from Fond du Lac, Wisconsin in May 
1904 to Cape Town, South Africa. In search of its 
recipient, it was forwarded to Newcastle, Australia 
where it bounced around before being returned to 
the sender in April 1906, nearly two years after it 
departed. He is going to research this and get back to 
us with the story behind the cover.

There was a discussion at tonight’s meeting about 
whether there are enough GPSCC members who are 
also members of the ATA for us to become an ATA 
affiliate. Paul polled members who were in 
attendance, and it seemed like we had the six 
required to become an affiliate. Thom, who is 
president of the International Society of Worldwide 
Stamp Collectors (ISWSC),  also discussed the 
possibility of a chapter being formed of the ISWSC.  
Mike will send out a blast email asking members if 
they belong to either of these philatelic societies.

Respectfully submitted by Robert Cohen

Thom Alermini at the 
start of his presentation 
(left) and one of the 
stamps he presented 
(above).
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ARE U.S. CUSTOMS DUTIES & TARIFFS ON PHILATELIC IMPORTS AVOIDABLE? THE 
ANSWER IS UNCLEAR
Bruce Marsden

Readers who buy stamps and other philatelic material 
from foreign stamp dealers and auctioneers are 
probably aware that their imports have been free of 
U.S. import duties for many years. These materials fall 
into Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States 
(HTSUS) 9704.00.00 with the following definition:

Postage or revenue stamps, stamp-postmarks, first 
day covers, postal stationery (stamped paper) and 
the like, used, or if unused not of current or new 
issue in the country to which they are destined.

As a result of the April 2, 2025, Executive Order issued 
under the International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA), additional “reciprocal” tariffs have been 
introduced, necessitating a second tier of HTSUS 
codes within Chapter 99. While new tariff codes are 
expected to proliferate as a result of specific country-
by-country and product-by-product negotiations or 
declarations, a default code 9903.01.25 was 
established, with an additional 10% tariff rate to be 
applied to imports falling under this code.

Several collectors have received invoices from a well-
known air freight and customs broker company for 
which a 10% tariff on their post-April 2 philatelic 
purchases is being billed. Do collectors have to pay 
these charges? Unfortunately, the answer is unclear.

On the one hand, new chapter 99 code definitions and 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CPB) guidance 
suggest that no additional IEEPA tariffs may need to 
be applied to philatelic material.

First, the default code 9903.01.25 definition contains 
two exceptions of interest to philatelists that suggest 
no additional tariff should be due. One exception 
pertains to items falling under code 9903.01.34, 
defined as:

The U.S. content of articles the product of any 
country, in which the U.S. content of the article 
provides at least 20 percent of the Customs value of 

the imported article, as provided for in subdivision 
(v)(xiii) of U.S. note 2 to this subchapter”

This means collectors are free to receive U.S.-
produced stamps and philatelic material without 
being subject to duty or tariff.

The second exception pertains to items falling under 
code 9903.01.31, defined as:

Articles that are informational materials, including 
but not limited to, publications, films, posters, 
phonograph records, photographs, microfilms, 
microfiche, tapes, compact disks, CD ROMs, 
artworks, and news wire feeds.

Philatelists need not wrap themselves up in a pretzel 
of argument that philatelic material is “informational,” 
that stamps are miniature artworks, or what-have you. 
CPB published the following Q&A in their 
“International Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA) Frequently Asked Questions” document:

Q: What are informational materials described in 
9903.01.22, 9903.01.12, 9903.01.03. and 9903.01.31?

A: Headings 9903.01.22, 9903.01.12, 9903.01.03, and 
9903.01.31 describe informational materials, 
including but not limited to, publications, films, 
posters, phonograph records, photographs, 
microfilms, microfiche, tapes, compact discs, CD 
ROMs, artworks, and news wire feeds.

Goods properly classified under the following 
headings and subheadings of the HTSUS may 
qualify for the exception under 9903.01.22, 
9903.01.12, 9903.01.03, and 9903.01.31: Chapter 49; 
goods provided for in headings 3704, 3705, 3706, 
5807, 8310, and 9701 through 9705, inclusive 
(emphasis added); goods provided for in 
subheadings 6307.90.30, 6307.90.85, 8523.80.10, 
8523.29, 8523.41, 8523.49, 9405.61, and 9405.69.



September 2025 www.GPSCC.org Volume 13, Issue 8, p. 6

While the answer inserts “may” in front of 
qualification for exception, the inclusion of the 
philatelic heading 9704 in the range of “9701 through 
9705” suggests that citation of code 9903.01.31 
alongside the traditional 9704.00.00 code could result 
in no tariff being assessed on incoming philatelic 
material.

On the other hand, a California stamp dealer 
requested a ruling on whether certain Chinese and 
Japanese stamps and a Chinese First Day Cover would 
be classified as “informational materials” under the 
9903.01.31 tariff exception. The CBP responded by 
letter on July 29, 2025, and ruled that the Chinese 
materials were subject to three additional new tariff 
layers despite their classification as heading 9704 
(philatelic) materials. This ruling is subject to appeal, 
but it casts a pall on the purchase of non-U.S. 
philatelic materials from foreign dealers.

I have reached out to the National Import Specialist 
referred to in the letter (after watching an archived 
2023 webinar he led on the topic of philatelic 
materials in HTSUS code 9704), seeking further 
elaboration and exploration of whether philatelic 
material outside of the four items covered by the

“California” letter might be considered informational. 
I have not yet received a response.

To further complicate matters, a recent U.S. Appeals 
Court decision ruled that most of the new tariffs are 
not lawful, a decision that will certainly be appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. And then we have the 
suspension of shipments to the U.S. by foreign postal
administrations over confusion about not only U.S. 
tariff rules but the reduction of the “de minimis” 
exemption for low-value packages.

What should collectors do who depend on 
international dealers to pursue the hobby? Mike 
Wilson’s advice is to be patient and monitor this very 
fluid situation closely. The U.S. tariff regime has 
created uncertainty in many sectors, and like everyone 
else, the philatelic community will need to wait for the 
dust to settle. (Editor’s note: I’m an economist by 
training, so you would expect me to say that!)

But, some individual, adventurous, thrill-seeking 
collectors may choose to have low-value, low-risk, 
replaceable stamps or covers mailed to them inside 
unmarked ordinary letter envelopes and “take their
chances.”

ARE U.S. CUSTOMS DUTIES & TARIFFS ON PHILATELIC IMPORTS AVOIDABLE? THE 
ANSWER IS UNCLEAR (CONTINUED)

PHILATELIC GATHERING MEETS SEPTEMBER 20, 2025 

Two great speakers will present at the Philatelic Gathering on September 20: Bob Meyers will discuss “1870 
Siege of Paris Balloon Mail” and GPSCC member Mike Wilson will cover “Air Crash Covers: Preserving the 
Legacy of Airmail Pioneers.”

The Philatelic Gathering meets at the Chester County History Center,
225 N. High Street, West Chester, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
There is free on street parking and free coffee and donuts.
After the meeting, whoever wants to join the group for a Dutch
treat luncheon at a nearby restaurant in West Chester is welcome.

Now for some levity: I told my toaster about the new tariffs – now it only works on domestic bread.

https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
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A GASS 2025 STAMP TRAVEL ODYSSEY
Paul F. Miller

The Great American Stamp
Show 2025 (GASS 2025) was
held August 14-17 in Schaumburg,
Illinois. I attended the show
August 14-16.

GASS 2025 was fantastic! You may have heard or read 
about some of the great events and activities. But the 
one story that you probably did not hear was my 
Odyssey trip home from GASS 2025. 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines Odyssey as 
“a long wandering or voyage usually marked by many 
changes of fortune.” I have told my travel story to 
several people, and they have said, “Amazing! You 
must put that story in the GPSCC Newsletter!” So, I 
submit to you my story below.

On Saturday, August 16 at 6:00 p.m., GASS 2025 
ended for the day. For me, it was the end of my trip 
and time to go home. I texted my wife that I was 
heading out for a slice of pizza, then on to O’Hare
Airport for my United Airlines flight home. 

Ultimately, I walked through the door to my home on 
Sunday, August 17 at 7:20 p.m. In case you did not 
realize the timing in the previous sentence, the trip 
took me from Saturday night to Sunday night to get 
home – almost 25 ½ hours later!

My original flight from Chicago to Philadelphia was 
scheduled as a non-stop flight, leaving Chicago 
around 9:30 p.m. and arriving in Philadelphia around 
12:30 a.m. the next morning. Terrible weather and 
bad storms in the Chicago area initially caused two 
flight delays – one for 30 minutes; the other for an 
additional 60 minutes. At that point, I was expected 
to arrive in Philadelphia by 2:00 a.m. No big deal, I 
will just be home a little later.

Then the floor fell out at 9:43 p.m. when United 
announced, via text, that the flight had been 
cancelled! Options included: (1) find your own way 
home; (2) re-book with United. Re-booking with 
United was disastrous as there were NO AVAILABLE 
FLIGHTS for Sunday, August 16. Rather, the first 
available flight with open seats was for Monday, 
August 17 at 9:00 p.m. Wait-listed seats were 
available earlier on Monday, but with no guarantee 
that you could actually get on the plane.

I scrambled on my phone and secured one of three 
remaining seats on a Delta Airlines flight for 7:05 a.m. 
Sunday. The flight path was Chicago to Atlanta, then 
Atlanta to Philadelphia. That’s the best I could get.

What about my bag? I had already checked my bag 
with United, so I then had to contact United to 
retrieve my bag. United processed my retrieval 
request at 10:00 p.m. and told me to go to a special 
carousel in the baggage claim area. The retrieval 
process “…could take up to 2 hours or more…”

In the baggage claim area, I waited with hundreds of 
other similarly situated people. All eyes were on the 
special carousel, with everyone waiting for their 
coveted bags! When the special carousel “beeped” 
and sprang to life, the conveyor belt brought out one 
bag. After another 10-minute wait, another one bag 
appeared again. And so it went on for hours and 
hours. I never got my bag from this carousel.

Actual text 8/16/25

Actual text 8/16/25

Actual text 8/16/25
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At 2:30 a.m. (this is now Sunday morning), after still 
waiting in the baggage claim area, a United 
representative was assigned to handle questions. I 
got in line immediately and waited until 3:30 a.m. to 
speak to the representative. It was determined that I 
was not going to get my bag before my Delta flight in 
the morning. The representative stated that United 
would eventually figure out where my bag was and 
send it to Philadelphia. I would have to file a delayed 
bag claim when I arrived home in Philadelphia, and 
it would be sorted out somehow.

Now that it was nearing 4:00 a.m. I had to travel 
between terminals to get to Delta so that I could 
check in for my early morning flight. I just had a 
backpack and no bag, so check-in would be a snap. 
Not so fast. The self-serve Delta kiosk told me that it 
could not process my check-in. I had to stand in the 
“Delta Assist” line for handling problems. 

Upon speaking with a “Delta Assist” representative, 
I was told that my 7:05 a.m. flight was delayed. Delta 
could get me to Atlanta, but I would probably miss 
my connecting flight from Atlanta to Philadelphia. 
So, I could be stranded in Chicago or stranded in 
Atlanta! Going to Atlanta (if the flight was perfectly 
timed) would have allowed only an 8-minute window 
to get from one plane to the connecting plane. No 
way that would happen.

The Delta representative then double booked me for 
flights to prevent me from being stranded in Atlanta. 
The first flight was the original 8-minute window 
flight, which was likely not to occur. If by chance I 
really did get on that flight, then my second, back-up 
flight reservation would be automatically cancelled 
in the system. If I did not get the first flight, then I 
would have to revert to the back-up flight 
reservation. That flight was scheduled to leave 
Atlanta at 1:56 p.m. on Sunday afternoon.

As expected, I did not make the connection for the 
first flight, so I had to revert to the second flight. 
Amazingly, the second flight did actually leave pretty 
close to the on-time departure of 1:56 p.m. I was 
finally on my way home, the last leg of my trip.

Maybe now I could take a quick nap as I settled into 
the last plane ride of the day. Remember, this was an 
Odyssey, so that nap was not possible. About 15 
minutes into the plane ride, we had an emergency 
announcement. It went something like this… “If 
there are any medical professionals onboard – 
doctors or nurses – could you please come to the 
front of the standard cabin as we have a MEDICAL 
EMERGENCY.”

Apparently, some medical event had occurred with a 
gentleman up front and the staff had him on the 
floor. Once the medical folks conferred with the 
pilot, it was determined that for the safety of the 
gentleman, the plane must turn around and go back 
to Atlanta. Philadelphia was too far away.

Once back at the gate, EMT personnel came on the 
plane and whisked the gentleman away for urgent 
care. The rest of the passengers remained on the 
plane while logistics were re-calibrated. We were 
told that the following had to be done before the 
plane could depart: (1) plane refueling; (2) 
maintenance check-up; (3) plane to control tower 
rescheduling for departure; (4) and a bio-hazmat 
team had to come on the plane and clean the area 
where the gentlemen had fallen ill. This added 
another 2-hour delay to the flight home.

Actual text 8/17/25

Actual text 8/17/25

Actual text 8/17/25

A GASS 2025 STAMP TRAVEL ODYSSEY (CONTINUED)



Eventually, the plane did take off again and I did 
arrive safely in Philadelphia. I had to make two 
lost/delayed baggage claims at the airport before I 
left – one for United, who controlled my bag; one 
for Delta, who was responsible for getting my bag to 
me since I was their passenger for the last part of 
the trip. That is the airline rule – who knew?

After all that, a nice man drove me in a shuttle bus 
to the offsite parking at the airport. When he heard 
my harrowing travel tale, he agreed to wait for me at 
my car to make sure I could actually leave the 
parking lot. We figured that my travel woes might 
include either a dead car battery or a flat tire! 
Luckily, neither occurred.

The drive home from Philadelphia International 
Airport was uneventful and stress free – which was a 

refreshing change from the prior 25 hours. Once I 
walked through the door at my home, both my wife 
and the cat were thrilled to see me again.

By the way, my bag eventually showed up… it was 
delivered to me at home by a guy in a car (sort of 
like “Uber Eats”) on Tuesday night, August 19 at 
10:30 p.m.

As I stated at the beginning, GASS 2025 was 
fantastic! I will always remember what a great show 
it was, but now I have the added story of the trip 
that goes along with it. Although this Odyssey trip 
was bestowed upon me, I will still travel by plane in 
the future to other GASS events. Going to stamp 
shows will still outweigh the hassle of the travel. 
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DID YOU KNOW?
Michael L. Wilson

On June 8, 1959, the U.S. Post Office Department 
and the Defense Department conducted an 
experiment to deliver mail using missiles.

A Regulus cruise missile – its nuclear warhead 
replaced by a mail container holding 3,000 letters –
was fired from a U.S. Navy submarine cruising off 
the coast of Florida. The rocket landed safely after a 
flight lasting 22 minutes and covering 100 miles.

The postmaster general was ecstatic predicting that 
“before man reaches the moon, mail will be 

delivered within hours from New York to California, 
to Britain, to India or Australia by guided missiles.”

Alas, it was a one-and-done deal but covers from 
that flight can be found on eBay for a pretty price! 

A GASS 2025 STAMP TRAVEL ODYSSEY (CONTINUED)

Odysseus, aka Paul 
Miller, strapped to the 
mast of his ship at the 
Island of the Sirens in 
Homer’s Odyssey

Paul Miller playing 
David Bowman in 
Arthur C. Clarke’s  
2001: A Space 
Odyssey

A Regulus cruise missile 
on display on the 
submarine USS Growler 
in New York.
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AWARDS AND HONORS
Alan Warren

Mark Schwartz was honored at the GASS show in 
Schaumburg, IL in August with the APS Luff Award 
for Exceptional Contributions to Philately. He has 
served or is serving as a board member of many 
philatelic organizations as well as on several 
committees and has achieved recognition for his 
writing and exhibiting, and as a philatelic judge.

In the Champion-of-Champions class at GASS, 
Vernon Morris received a prix d’honneur for his 
“Evolution of American Mail from 1685 to 1799.” In 
the open competition, Mark Schwartz won a large 
gold, the United States Stamp Society’s Statue of 
Freedom award, and the New Mexico Philatelic 
Foundation’s award of merit with his “The New York 
Postmaster Provisional.” Bruce Marsden received a 
gold for his “Switzerland Imperforate Sitting Helvetia 
Definitives 1854-1863 – The Strubels.”

Mike Wilson is trying to wear out his keyboard. In the 
August issue of The United States Specialist, he pays 
homage to a forgotten Alaskan aerophilatelist. He 
shows a 1958 airmail cover sent from Port Alexander, 
Alaska to Port Alsworth in the same state, but 762 
miles away. The cover has a printed cachet that reads, 
“This Envelope Carried by Airplane Within Alaska by 
United States Postal Star Route or Emergency Air 
Mail Service at Domestic 3¢ Rate from Town or 
Trading Post in Cancellation.”

Mike shows three other covers sent with imprints of 
“Emergency Mail Service via Airplane” to the same 
recipient from Alaskan towns to other ones like 
Dillingham, Nome, and Cordova, Alaska. The 

addressee in all cases was a Mr. S. June. Mike did 
some detective work and learned that several 
aerophilatelists were involved in preparing these 
covers, including this Stanley June.

Not only is Mike working overtime with his computer, 
but club members Bill Schultz and Bob Rufe as well. 
All three have articles in the August issue of the 
Pennsylvania Postal Historian, published by the 
Pennsylvania Postal History Society. Mike has two 
articles in that issue. One shows an 1856 cover 
bearing a Blood’s Despatch on a corner card of 
Philadelphia’s Mansion House. The local stamp 
carried the letter to the U.S. Post Office, and a 3-cent 
1851 stamp took it on to its destination, Canton, Pa.
Mike learned that the Mansion House was once 
owned by Dr. David Jayne, who manufactured patent 
medicines. Mike then has a side-story about private 
die proprietary stamps that bear the Dr. Jayne & Son 
firm name. His other article in that issue is a profile of 
the wealthy Philadelphia merchant, Louis Marie 
Clapier, for whom Clapier Street in Philadelphia is 
named. 

Bill Schultz’s contribution discusses stampless letters 
addressed to Francis James, a politician in West 
Chester, and sent to him by other political figures in 
the early part of the 19th century. Club member Bob 
Rufe relates some of his family history relating to the 
postal service. His father was the Postmaster at 
Sellersville, Pa., for over twenty years. 

Mark Schwarz

Cover of the August 
2025 issue of the 
Pennsylvania 
Postal Historian


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10

