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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Paul F. Miller

October is National Stamp Collecting Month!

National Stamp Collecting Month began as a

joint venture of the Council of Philatelic
Organizations and the United States Postal Service
(USPS) in 1981. Then Postmaster General William F.
Bolger published a statement in the Postal

Bulletin proclaiming stamp collecting as “the world’s
most popular hobby,” and urged “employees and
customers alike to discover the joy of stamp
collecting — the hobby of a lifetime.” Since then, the
USPS has continued to promote October as National
Stamp Collecting Month.

From the World’s First Postage Stamp (i.e., the
“Penny Black” issued by Great Britain on May 1,
1840) to the latest issue available at your local post
office, every postage stamp has a story. Stamp
collecting can teach, entertain, and stimulate the
mind. What other hobby teaches so much about the
people and cultures of the world?

"The collecting of stamps brings untold millions of
people of all nations into greater understandings of
their world neighbors.”

— Francis Cardinal Spellman

“The fact that stamp collecting has long been the
most popular hobby in the world, with over 16 million
enthusiasts in the United States alone, is a good
indication of how much fascination and appeal these
colorful little pieces of gummed paper exert.”

— Robert Obojski, Linn’s Stamp News

The Penny Black,
Great Britain Scott 1

(Continued on next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

Stamp collecting is generally regarded to be one of
the most popular hobbies in the world. With so many
topics, important people, and locations
commemorated on stamps, there is no end to the
possibilities that you can choose to collect or study.
The greatest causes and events are almost always
memorialized on a postage stamp.

Stamp collecting is more than a hobby that just helps
you “pass the time.” Rather, it is a hobby that
requires you to be engaged with the history, topics,
and people represented on postage stamps. As a
stamp collector, you can participate in a hobby that
millions of people enjoy, including some incredibly
famous people. Here is a brief list of famous stamp
collectors (in no particular order):

» King George V

* Queen Elizabeth Il

* Prince Rainier Ill of Monaco

* President Franklin D. Roosevelt
* James A Farley

* Benjamin K. Miller

* Jacques Cousteau

* Amelia Earhart

» Warren Buffet

« William (Bill) Gross
 Charlie Chaplin

* Freddie Mercury
* Ayn Rand

* John Lennon

Although you and | might never be famous, we do get
to participate in a hobby that is open to everyone,
from all walks of life. Celebrate the month and enjoy
your collecting interests!

L% POSTE AERIENNE

FDR depicted with his
collection on Monaco

Scott C1yissued in
1946 Freddie Mercury on

Great Britain Scott
4002a from 2020

Magic Tour, 1986 *°

OCTOBER 15, 2024 PROGRAM: “DENMARK: THE CHRISTIAN X DEFINITIVE ISSUES OF
THE 1940S ON FIRST DAY COVERS” BY ALAN WARREN

Distinguished philatelist and GPSCC member Alan Warren will present, "Denmark: The Christian X
Definitive Issues of the 1940s on First Day Covers." Alan will provide an overview of these covers with
examples of cachets, cancellations, auxiliary markings, destinations, and censorship.

Alan is an accredited chief judge for both philately
and philatelic literature. As an exhibitor he has
achieved numerous awards including the grand
and reserve grand.

His tireless work in the stamp hobby has resulted in
numerous honors. Alan was invited to sign the Roll
of Distinguished Philatelists in 2019. He received
the American Philatelic Society John N. Luff award
in 2002 and the Alfred F. Lichtenstein memorial
award for outstanding service to philately from

the Collectors Club of New York in 2013.



https://store.usps.com/store/product/buy-stamps/2014-breast-cancer-research-S_555304?msockid=3d599707fa1c688f136b8319fbde6918
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President
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Robert Cohen
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Newsletter
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Shows & Events
Alan Warren
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UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS
2024: Nov. 19 — Dec. 17 (Holiday Dinner)

2025: Jan. 21— Feb. 18 — Mar. 18 — Apr. 15— May 20 — June 17 — Aug. 19 —
Sep. 16 — Oct. 21 — Nov. 18

CLUB MAILING
ADDRESS

Greater Philadelphia Stamp &
Collectors Club
661 High Pointe Circle
Langhorne, PA 19047

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 19 — Merchantville Stamp Club Bourse, Burlington Masons
Lodge, 2308 Mt. Holly Rd., Burlington Township, NJ.

October 25-27 - BALPEX, BWI Marriott Hotel, 1743 West Nursery Road,
Linthicum Heights, MD.

October 26 — Eastern PA Stamp Show (EPASS), Schnecksville Fire
Company, 4550 Old Packhouse Road, Schnecksville, PA. Bourse only

November 15-16 — Postal History Symposium, American Philatelic
Center, Bellefonte PA.

November 22-23 — K2 Lancaster Stamp Show, Farm and Home Center
1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster, PA.

LBIOC 200 Years of Postal Service

-

WEB SITE

Www.gpscc.org

FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM

@gPscc19090

SAVE THE DATE - ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER

The Club’s annual holiday dinner is scheduled for December 17, 2024, at
6:00 p.m. The event will take place at The W Tavern, 210 York Road. Keep
your eye out for an e-mail invitation. Hope to see you there!

HAVE SOMETHING PHILATELIC YOU WANT TO SHARE?

The Philly Philatelistis always interested in publishing articles by our
members or other collectors. Anyone who writes two articles this year will
receive free membership for 2025. Articles of any length are welcome. An
article that is 750 words long with two or three images will fill two pages.
To make it easy on the editor, email the text in a Word file and the images
as separate files to Mike Wilson at newsletter@gpscc.org. Thanks!



mailto:president@gpscc.org
mailto:vpprograms@gpscc.org
mailto:treasurer@gpscc.org
mailto:secretary@gpscc.org
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org
mailto:showsevents@gpscc.org
https://www.merchantvillestampclub.org/bourse/
https://www.balpex.org/balpex.html
https://stamps.org/events/events-calendar/id/25582
https://stamps.org/news/c/collecting-insights/cat/postal-history-symposium/post/2024-postal-history-symposium
https://stamps.org/events/events-calendar/id/25312
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org
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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 17, 2024, GPSCC MEETING

Paul Miller opened the meeting for tonight by
thanking Jaume Balsells for writing two articles for
The Philly Philatelist. As a result, Jaume’s dues for
2025 will be covered by the club. Any member who
writes two articles for our newsletter will have their
dues covered for the following year.

Jaume mentioned that as a result of his latest article,
he connected with a member of the Philatelic Society
of Lancaster County who also has an interest in the
Spanish Civil War. The member passed on an article
entitled “The Stamps of the Civil War-A Collecting
Challenge,” which Jaume passed out to everyone.

Paul next addressed the “GPSCC 2025 Membership
Dues Sweepstakes” to thank members for their
continued participation in our club. Fifteen randomly
selected members will receive free memberships in
2025. Those winners will receive a special letter when
they get their normal dues notice in the mail.

Paul then spoke about upcoming events in our area.
NOJEX 2024 will take place in Hasbrouck Heights,
New Jersey September 27-29. Several of our
members, including Mark Schwartz, Bruce Marsden,
Vernon Morris, and Jaume Balsells, will be exhibiting.
Alan Warren will be a judge at the show. Vernon also
will be speaking at the Philatelic Gathering at the
Chester County Historical Society this Saturday. The
topic will be Postal History of the Revolutionary War.

In other news, Paul had to complete an APS Chapter
Report, which included the names and APS member
numbers of the club’s officers. This was necessary so
we can continue as a chapter of the American
Philatelic Society.

In order to continue using the Community Room of
the Willow Grove Giant, we will need to contact Robin
Franklin and reserve a room for 2025.

Thomas Almerini informed us that the Buxmont
Stamp Club may be reorganizing since the president
recently passed away. The club meets the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month. Thom is also a

member of the Germany Philatelic Society that meets
at the same location. He had a brochure about this
club, which he passed around.

Bruce Marsden reported that there were no recent
transactions in the club’s checking account.

After the business update, Mike Wilson presented,
“Contract Air Mail: The Catalyst of Commercial
Aviation.” He discussed how Contract Air Mail came
to be in the 1920s and how it spearheaded the
commercial aviation industry we know today. It was
interesting to see the progression and all the people
involved. His slide presentation will be on the club’s
website if you missed something.

Our next meeting will be on October 15, and our
speaker will be club member Alan Warren. He will
present “Denmark: The Christian X Definitive Issues
of the 1940s on First Day Covers.”

Since our last “All Show-and-Tell” meeting was such
a success, we will definitely have another in 2025.

Paul also reminded everyone that on May 20, 2025,
Yamil Kouri will be giving an update on the Boston
2026 World Expo for our club.

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by Robert Cohen

Mike Wilson
during his
presentation
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U.S. POSTAGE RATE HISTORY
Paul F. Miller

As you are probably aware, the United States Postal
Service (USPS) increased stamp prices on July 14,
2024, from 68 cents to 73 cents for domestic first-
class mail service (letters weighing one ounce or
less).

That seems like a whole lot more than when
postage stamps were initially issued on July 1, 1847.
At that time, the first stamps issued consisted of a
s-cent stamp depicting Benjamin Franklin (the first
postmaster of the United States) and a 10-cent
stamp depicting George Washington.

Postage rates varied at the time based on a
combination of weight and distance. Those rules
remained in place until July 1, 1863, when rates
finally became settled. You could then send a letter
up to ¥2 ounce anywhere in the United States for
just 3 cents (or up to 1 ounce for 6 cents — double
the initial rate). Amazingly, effective July 1, 1885, the
service was better and cheaper — a letter up to 1
ounce could be mailed anywhere in the United
States for just 2 cents! The “1 ounce/anywhere in
the U.S.” policy remains the standard today.

Over time, postage rates changed, just as all things
do that cost money. The chart on the next page
shows all domestic first-class mail service rates
from 1863 to today. Do you know how much a
stamp cost when you were born? Do you know how
much a stamp cost in the year you were married, or
had children, or experienced some other
memorable event? Take a look at the chart. You
might be surprised at the cost.

So, why does it cost so much to mail a letter? Well,
inflation is part of it. But the use of first-class mail,
the main revenue driver, has been declining. In July
2007, the USPS reported that the volume of single-
piece first-class mail (things like bill payments,
letters, and cards) clocked in at 2.7 billion items. As
of June 2023, that comparable volume had fallen to
under 1 billion items (actually, about 9oo million).

This decline has been attributed to the rise of
digital communication methods, such as email,
social media, and electronic forms of bill payments.

Adding to the pressures of inflation and declining
volume is the fact that the USPS costs continue to
rise. People costs, post office occupancy costs,
vehicle costs, and the like contribute to the need for
the USPS to squeeze out more revenue to run its
operations. Postage stamp rate hikes also take into
account the USPS’s obligations to pay its retirees
pension and health benefits. Maybe not
surprisingly, that expense is responsible for more of
the recent rate hikes than even the cost attributable
to inflation.

Despite these ongoing price hikes, the United
States maintains relatively inexpensive postage
compared to other developed countries. A 2024
study by the USPS Inspector General found that the
United States had a lower stamp price than 26 out
of 30 comparable countries. Additionally, the
overall increase in stamp prices from June 2018 to
June 2023 (26%) was significantly lower than the
average increase of 55% experienced by those same
countries.

People will always complain when the cost of
products and services increases. However, it should
be noted that the cost for the USPS mail service is
still relatively inexpensive when you think about the
logistics involved in moving massive amounts of
mail from point A to point B. The Inspector
General’s data from 2021 indicated that the USPS
handled about half of the world’s domestic mail.
One of those pieces of mail could have been the
birthday card you sent to a loved one. Sending and
receiving a birthday card probably generated good
feelings — all for less than $1.00. That is pretty good
for a service that works well most of the time!

Volume 12, Issue 9, p. §
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U.S. POSTAGE RATE HISTORY (CONTINUED)

Rates for Domestic Letters Since 1863

Effective Date

Postage in Cents, per
% Ounce

July 1, 1863

3

October 1, 1883

2

Effective Date Postage in Cents, per Effective Date Postage in Cents, per

Ounce Ounce
July 1, 1885 2 June 30, 2002 37
November 2, 1917 3 January 8, 2006 39
July 1, 1919 2 May 14, 2007 41
July 6, 1932 3 May 12, 2008 42
August 1, 1958 4 May 11, 2009 44
January 7, 1963 5 January 22,2012 45
January 7, 1968 6 January 27, 2013 46
May 16, 1971 8 January 26, 2014 49
March 2, 1974 10 April 10, 2016 47
December 31, 1975 | 13 January 22, 2017 49
May 29, 1978 15 January 21, 2018 50
March 22, 1981 18 January 27, 2019 55
November 1, 1981 20 August 29, 2021 58
February 17, 1985 22 July 10, 2022 60
April 3, 1988 25 January 22, 2023 63
February 3, 1991 29 July 9, 2023 66
January 1, 1995 32 January 21, 2024 68
January 10, 1999 33 July 14, 2024 73
January 7, 2001 34

2-cent issued October
1, 1883 (Scott 210)

3-cent issued June 16,
1932 (Scott 720)

First “Forever” (41 cent)

stamp issued April 12, 2007

(Scott 4125)

Sampling of stamps issued over the years to meet new first-class postage rates.
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V-MAIL FROM WORLD WARIII
Michael L. Wilson

During World War Il, just like every conflict from the
Civil War forward, the delivery of mail from the home
front to the battlefield and vice-versa was critical to
maintaining morale.

The U.S. Armed Forces recognized the importance of
mail, but they also knew that mail could take up
precious room on cargo ships. That led to the
development of V-Mail, "V" standing for "Victory."

Using standardized stationery designed by the
Government Printing Office and provided free of
charge by the U.S. Post Office Department (USPOD)
at the rate of two sheets per person per day,
correspondents would write or type their letters as
usual and mail them with the appropriate postage
(for civilians) or franking (for military personnel).

Those letters would be opened at a V-Mail station
(the largest were in New York, Chicago, and San
Francisco) where they would be microfilmed. The film
rolls would then be shipped to a V-Mail destination
station where a censor would read each letter and
black out any sensitive information. The censor-
passed letters would then be reproduced onto four-
inch by five-inch photographs, which were then
placed in War & Navy Department official business
envelopes for delivery. The film was destroyed once it
was known that the letters reached their destinations.

The volume and weight savings were significant. A
2008 history of V-Mail by the U.S. Postal Service
states, "Roughly 1,600 letters would fit on one roll,
reducing them to approximately three percent of
their original weight and volume. For example,
150,000 unmicrofilmed V-Mail letters weighed 1,500
pounds and filled 22 mail sacks. When microfilmed,
they weighed 45 pounds and filled one mail sack - a
great space saver on crowded transports."

V-Mail also was faster. Standard mail delivery could
take up to a month by ship, but V-Mail could take 12
days or less using aircraft.

V-Mail was far from ideal. First, the letters had to be
brief. Second, if the correspondent's handwriting was
poor, the reduced size letter could be difficult to
read. Third, you couldn't have any enclosures
(although that restriction was lifted later in the war
specifically for baby pictures). Another bugaboo for
the processors was lipstick on a letter. Lipstick was
referred to as the "scarlet scourge" because it would
gum up the photographic machines.
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Dear Mary,

annu-mul-v:umg_m&_'
and that 1s two too many, I used to here the fallows at the hos-
pital in Harriman griping sbout the liberty towns they had, and I
used to spmpathize with them, becsuse Monroe is pretty dead, but
compared to this place, it 1s heaven, Now I have no sympathy for
the men at Farriman, They are very fortunate.

kh‘-llm.&-l‘w.‘ﬂm,nlﬂ."h‘
any. Of course I didn't expect any, because no ome had any address .
to write to. It would have been mice to even get & letter that
some one had written to my address at Boston, Speaking of Boston,
I would sure like to have tonight off in Bostonm,

It's awfully hard to think of anything to say that wouldn't
be rejected by the censor. We can't say anything about the people,
the town, nor even the westher. As you can see, that leaves a pretty
narrow féeld. e

Well, Mary, I cen't think of anything more to say, so I'll just
say so long for now,

R T T T T TTTTERTETTTTERTRTRRRRRR RN



https://about.usps.com/who-we-are/postal-history/v-mail.pdf#:~:text=The%20Post%20Office%20Department%20separated%20mail%20by%20respective,November%2022%2C%201943%3B%20and%20in%20various%20locations%20overseas.
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V-MAIL FROM WORLD WAR Il (CONTINUED)

V-Mail operated between June 15, 1942, and
November 1, 1945, and during that time period, the
Army reported that 1.25 billion V-Mail letters were
microfilmed. While that is a huge number, it was still
just a fraction of all the mail military personnel
received during the war. For example, relying on
USPOD data, the National Postal Museum estimates
that military personnel received over 3.3 billion pieces
of all types of mail just in fiscal year 1945!

Pictured on the previous page is one V-Mail example
from April 4, 1944. U.S. Navy Seaman Paul Joseph
Boyce, a 20-year-old from Harriman, New York, sent
it to Miss Mary Sendall, who at the time lived in New
Paltz, New York. The film reel that held this letter
arrived in New York about a week after Paul typed it.
It was then printed, and based on the postmark, it
was dispatched to Mary on April 13, 1944. She
probably received it at her home a day or two later.

Paul writes about wishing he received more mail (a
constant refrain from military personnel), watching a
movie, pining for a current newspaper, not having a
great deal to do, etc. He sounds bored, which he
probably was at the time.

While Paul had no idea what was up, 8o years later
we know exactly where he was and what his ship was
doing, and it was significant. | suspect he no longer
found himself bored.

Paul served on the USS Achernar, an armed cargo
ship that was commissioned on January 31, 1944. On
March 30, just five days before Paul typed this letter
to Mary, the Achernar arrived in Swansea, Wales. For
the next two months, the ship transported cargo and
personnel between various ports in the United
Kingdom in preparation for D-Day and the Normandy
invasion.

On June 1, 1944, the Achernar was designated as the
command post for General Omar Bradley,
commander of the U.S. First Army. On June 6, D-Day,
the Achernar took up position just off the beaches of
Normandy. After the First Army headquarters
disembarked on June 11, the Achernar had a short

respite before it was back in action, experiencing
several German air attacks.

In early July, the Achernar sailed to the
Mediterranean where it supported the invasion of
southern France. After a stop in the United States for
repairs, the Achernar sailed to Pearl Harbor arriving
there on January 10, 1945. During the spring of 1945,
the Achernar supported the seizure of key islands in
the Pacific including Okinawa. It was at Okinawa that
the Achernar was hit by a Japanese suicide plane
killing five crew members and injuring 41. She then
sailed back to the United States for repairs. After the
war in the Pacific ended in September 1945, the
Achernar transported military personnel back to the
States.

Paul was honorably discharged from the Navy in
1946, having served his entire time on the Achernar.
After the war, he worked for the Erie Railroad. He
passed away at age 65 in 1991.

V-MAIL

/s SPEED MAIL

V-Mail Stationery 10: 25; 90

SPONSORED BY ARMY AND NAYY V-MAIL MERCHANDISING COMMITTEE FOR OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION



https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/victory-mail
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Alan Warren

Club members helped the NOJEX show in Hasbrouck
Heights, New Jersey fill frames for its event in September.

Bruce Marsden won a gold for “Switzerland Imperforate
Sitting Helvetia Definitives 1855-1889, the ‘Strubels.””

Jaume Balsells also took a gold with his “Mail from Spain
to the U.S. 1767-1876 from Colonial Times to the Bern
Treaty.”

Vernon Morris won a large gold and the APS pre-1900
medal of excellence for “Evolution of American Mail 1685-

1799.”

Another large gold went to Mark Schwartz along with the
APS Research award and the U.S. Philatelic Classics
Society medal for “Independent Mail and Express
Company Operations at Boston 1843-1845.” Still one more
large gold went to Mark along with the Single Frame
Reserve Grand award for his “The ‘Special Arrangement’
between Liverpool and the U.S. 1843-1848.”

Mark Schwartz receives one of his many
NOJEX awards from awards chairman Nick
Lombardi.

DID YOU KNOW?
Michael L. Wilson

During the Civil War, many people in the North
hoarded coins in anticipation of shortages. To deal
with the dearth of coins in circulation, people began
to use postage stamps to meet small obligations.

Of course, postage could be easily damaged, so an
inventor by the name of John Gault came up with the
idea of encasing postage stamps in a brass frame
with a thin mica covering. The brass frame was
designed so that a company’s ad could be embossed
on the back.

More than 30 companies took advantage of the
advertising possibilities of “encased postage
stamps,” including ).C. Ayer, a popular apothecary
located in Massachusetts.

The government also supported this means of
commerce and in 1862 began to issue “postage
currency.” This was not money but a means of

making stamps negotiable. The postage currency
could be converted into postage stamps at any post
office.
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PHILATELIC GATHERING

Alan Warren

At the September 21 Philatelic Gathering, Ron Lesher
described the early Straight lock seals used to secure
bonded warehouses and distillery storage areas to
ensure that the appropriate taxes would be paid. He
showed examples of the locks and how the paper
seals were installed. Anyone trying to defeat the lock
would damage the telltale seal. Seals were printed in
sheets of 54 (6 x 9) and with various numbering
systems involving use of initial or ending letters and
four different colors.

Vernon Morris spoke about the postal history of the
American Colonies up to and including the
Revolutionary War. He showed stunning examples of
letters signed by Samuel Adams, George Washington,
Lafayette and others. He showed rate tables and
described the various stamp acts, the committees of
correspondence and how the rates were expressed in
different currencies as they changed. One set of rates
was in effect for only six weeks.

Bob Myers brought an unusual show-and-tell item.
He put together an exhibit of stamps and covers
related to Queen Elizabeth Il. He made copies of the
material into a book and sent a copy to King Charles.
He was surprised to receive a letter from Buckingham
Palace a few months later, thanking him for his
thoughtfulness in assembling the collection and
sending a copy to the Royal Family. Bob circulated
the thank-you letter and the envelope he received.

Ron Lesher Vernon Motrris

The Philatelic Gathering meets the third Saturday at
the Chester County Historical Society located at 225
N. High Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania. An
optional lunch follows the presentations. The
Philatelic Gathering is open to any collector. Several
members of the GPSCC are regular attendees, so
you’ll see some familiar faces if you attend. You’ll
also meet a number of collectors from elsewhere in
the area.

For more information on joining the Philatelic
Gathering, contact Kean

Spencer (keanwspenceri@gmail.com) or Dr. Charles
J. DiComo (charlesdicomo@gmail.com).

ANY STAMP

It’s just a small piece of paper,

Clean, worn, crumpled or stained,

But the joy that the sight of it gives me
Has never, no never, been named.

As | look at it, | wonder

Of the strange sights which it has seen.
And | cannot help but want to know
On whose letter it has been.

| can never know, but what difference,
The stamp is, of course, the main thing,
It’s just a small piece of paper

But joy upon joy it does bring.

- Adapted from a longer poem by J.W. Robson, circa
1920



https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
mailto:keanwspencer1@gmail.com
mailto:charlesdicomo@gmail.com
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