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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Paul F. Miller

| just returned home from attending the BALPEX
2024 show in Maryland, sponsored by the Baltimore
Philatelic Society. Although this was the 86t annual
convention for BALPEX, it was the first year the show
was at a new venue — BWI Airport Marriott. The hotel,
the show space, and the exhibits were all great. Due
to some scheduling conflicts, there were not as many
stamp dealers in attendance as in prior years. | was
told that this will likely change with next year’s show.
Nevertheless, the show seemed to be a great success.

What | was most impressed with was the level of
exhibits by members of our own club. Mark Schwartz
had several different exhibits on display, all showing
strong evidence of Mark’s great collecting and
presentation skills. Vernon Morris, Jr also had a huge
exhibit of early American Mail (1685 — 1799) with
outstanding information concerning the postal
system development. | would say that much of
Vernon’s information rises to the level of “museum”
quality. And Jaume Balsells participated with an

excellent display of early mail from Spain to the
United States (1767 — 1876). His exhibit included some
unique and hard-to-find postal history items.

All the exhibits at BALPEX were very impressive, but,
of course, | am partial to the folks who are connected
to GPSCC. They continue to show us how
participating in the stamp hobby at its highest levels
can create show-stopping exhibits for everyone to
enjoy.

Creating an outstanding exhibit can be difficult and
time consuming for some people. If you are not
participating at that level, you can still gain great
enjoyment by collecting just what you want, when you
want it. As Thom Almerini stated at a recent GPSCC
meeting presentation, “Have fun! It’s a freaking
hobby!” That’s a key takeaway here —it’s a hobby
and you should choose to have fun.

(Continued on next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

It just so happens that a similar sentiment was
discussed several times at a breakout session that |
attended while at BALPEX. The event presentation
was hosted by Jennifer Miller, the American Topical
Association’s (ATA) Executive Director. The ATA is
celebrating its 75th anniversary, and they hosted an
information table at the show. Between the show and
Jennifer Miller’s presentation, the theme that came
through was “Have Fun” —it’s a hobby that you can
call your own and set any collecting parameters that
you want.

Jennifer’s presentation was very informative and
focused on aspects of getting started with topical
collecting. Some of our members at GPSCC may very
well be topical collectors or have parts of their
collections geared towards topical collecting. If so,
that’s great!

If not, you may be interested in topical collecting and
can align yourself with the ATA. The ATA was
established in 1949 and is the largest organization
devoted to topical stamp collecting. It has members
in over 60 countries and has a wide range of
resources and member services. While | was
discussing the ATA with Jennifer after her
presentation, | told her that | would make sure that
GPSCC members were aware of the membership
opportunities available through the ATA.

So, if topical collecting is interesting to you, take a
look at the ATA. You can contact me if you want
membership information, or you can simply visit
their website at https://americantopical.org/.

Remember, whether you participate in shows and
exhibits or collect for your own personal satisfaction,
always make it fun for yourself!

NOVEMBER 19, 2024: “LINIMENTS, LAXATIVES AND A CONGRESSMAN - DEMAS
BARNES AND HIS STABLE OF PATENT MEDICINE COMPANIES,” BY LOUIS GOTLIB

GPSCC member Louis Gotlib, pictured below left while on a trip to London, will present “Liniments, Laxatives
and a Congressman — Demas Barnes and His Stable of Patent Medicine Companies.” Louis will present a
fascinating collection of revenue stamps, artifacts, and advertising materials from the heyday of questionable
cure-all tonics. As Louis says, “I think this might be the first time a philatelic presentation has mentioned the
words ‘laxative’ and ‘congressman’ in the title.” This promises to be a memorable presentation!
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ouis J. Gotlib- creater

:
_l punent Philadelphia Stamp and Collectors Club
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UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS
2024: Dec. 17 (Holiday Dinner)

2025: Jan. 21— Feb. 18 — Mar. 18 — Apr. 15— May 20 — June 17 — Aug. 19 —
Sep. 16 — Oct. 21 — Nov. 18

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 15-16 — Postal History Symposium, American Philatelic
Center, Bellefonte PA.

November 22-23 — K2 Lancaster Stamp Show, Farm and Home Center
1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster, PA.

December 15 - First day to submit an exhibit for the American Topical
Association’s “My One Page Exhibit!” This is the link to the 2024 exhibit

page.

LBIO( 200 Years of Postal Service
’

/ ~—

CLUB MAILING
ADDRESS

Greater Philadelphia Stamp &
Collectors Club
661 High Pointe Circle
Langhorne, PA 19047

SAVE THE DATE - ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER

The Club’s annual holiday dinner is scheduled

for December 17, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. The event will
take place at The W Tavern, 210 York Road.

Keep your eye out for an e-mail invitation. If you
can’t wait, RSVP Phil Russell at 215-862-5146 or ¥, "@
russellsi6@comcast.net. Hope to see you there!

WEB SITE

Www.gpscc.org

FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM

@gPscc19090

HAVE SOMETHING PHILATELIC YOU WANT TO SHARE?

The Philly Philatelistis always interested in publishing articles by our
members or other collectors. Anyone who writes two articles this year will
receive free membership for 2025. Articles of any length are welcome. An
article that is 750 words long with two or three images will fill two pages.
To make it easy on the editor, email the text in a Word file and the images
as separate files to Mike Wilson at newsletter@gpscc.org. Thanks!
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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 15, 2024, GPSCC MEETING

Our speaker was our own distinguished
philatelist, Alan Warren. He planned to use the
projector in the Community Room, but as it
turned out, his device and the equipment in
the room would not communicate. Alan had
his backup plan, which was a complete color
printout of his program for each of us which we
used as he spoke.

The program was “Denmark: The Christian X
Definitive Issues of the 1940’s on First Day Covers.”
We saw many excellent examples of cachets,
cancellations, auxiliary markings, destinations and
censorship marks dating from 1942 to 1946. First
day cancellations were introduced in Denmark in
1941. During this period, many colorful cachets
were used. The program showed a number of
auxiliary markings for attempted delivery, airmail
and address corrections. Also included were
markings for censorship of contents and detection
of secret writing.

Many thanks to Alan for a fine program!

VP Phil Russell ran the rest of the business meeting
in the absence of our President. He announced
that the speaker for November would be Louis
Gotlib, who will present, “Liniments, Laxatives and
Medicine on Stamps.”

Phil is chairing our Holiday Dinner, which will be on
December 17 at The W Tavern in Willow Grove. We
will order from the menu. Happy Hour will be at
§:30 p.m., with dinner at 6:00 p.m.. There has been
a donation made to cover the first $300 of our
dinner expense! Any cost over that amount we will
split evenly, so bring cash to help cover this.

Individuals may purchase alcoholic drinks
separately. We hope everyone enjoys each other’s
company! Please contact Phil Russell if you plan to
attend. Call Phil at215-862-5146 or email him at:
russellsi6@comcast.net. There also will be an email
invitation sent in mid-November.

Elections: Elections for the 2025-26 Officers will
take place at the November meeting. Nominations
are open from now until the November meeting for
anyone wanting to hold office. At that meeting, we
will close nominations and take a simple voice vote.

The positions are President, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary. It is expected that the
members holding the offices at present are willing
to continue for the next term, with the exception of
Phil Russell. Phil announced that he would like to
step down as VP after 11 years in the position.
Anyone interesting in helping out the Club in this
position, please contact Paul Miller.

The job of our Vice President is mostly to look for
and arrange programs and speakers for our
meetings. Phil can pass on suggestions for how
he has done the job. Many of our own members
have been willing to present programs about
their collections and interests. Obviously, the VP
also steps in to run our meetings if the President
is, for somereason, unavailable for a meeting.

Other conversations after the business meeting
touched on declining attendance or decreasing
numbers of dealers at regional stamp shows this
past year. Thomas Almerini reported that he joined
the German Stamp Club, and that due to the recent
passing of the club’s president, he has become the
new president. They meet monthly at Giuseppe’s
in Warminster (Delmont and Street Rd.) at 6:00
p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month, and
members usually stay for dinner. They mostly do
swaps and auctions at the meetings.

Mention was made of the Philatelic Gathering (PG)
in West Chester on October 19. It also was noted
that the November 16 PG conflicts with the APS
symposium in Bellefonte. There are no PGs in
December and January.

Respectfully submitted by Letty Moon for Robert
Cohen.

Volume 12, Issue 10, p. 4


mailto:russell516@comcast.net

November 2024

www.GPSCC.org

Volume 12, Issue 10, p. §

CAN YOU BE PICTURED ON A U.S. POSTAGE STAMP IF YOU ARE STILL LIVING?

Paul F. Miller

Don’t get your hopes up, because the answer is
“probably not.”

In 1866, a statute was put on the books that provides,
“That no portrait or likeness of any living person
hereafter engraved, shall be placed upon any of the
bonds, securities, notes, fractional or postal currency
of the United States.” That statute is still in place
today.

For a very long time, the U.S. Post Office Department
interpreted that statute as applying to stamps.

In fact, the general requirement had been that a
person must have been deceased for 10 years before
appearing on a stamp. Effective January 1, 2007, that
requirement was changed to § years. By tradition,
however, former Presidents may be remembered on
a stamp in the year following their death.

Over time, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS), the
successor to the U.S. Post Office Department, has
modified the interpretation to suggest that living
people could be shown as long as they were not being
honored.

That is, the USPS has maintained that it intends to
prohibit the honoring of living people and that the
USPS is free to portray identifiable living people if
they are incidental to the event being
commemorated or if images used are based on
models. Artists who create the stamps are instructed
that they must alter the features of models used in
stamp art. Sometimes they have complied; other
times, not so much.

Then, the Postmaster General announced a couple of
years ago that in his view the statute does not apply
to stamps at all, and the field was clear to put living
people on U.S. stamps in any way the USPS would
like. This was big news back in 2011 when this new
revelation was announced.

The USPS put out a press release about this on
September 26, 2011 (Postal Service to Honor Living
Individuals on Stamps).

this wild, new concept! KCAL News in Los Angeles,
California (a CBS News affiliate) blasted a headline
that read “Living People Can Now Appear On U.S.
Stamps.”

This was your big chance to get your own picture on a
stamp, if only it could be approved by the USPS! (My
crude representation is pictured in this article!)

Some members of the U.S. Congress were not thrilled
with the concept, and members of the U.S. Postal
Service’s Board of Governors also suggested that this
would not be a great idea. Despite the Postmaster
General’s public opinion, to date, no U.S. stamps
have been issued specifically and intentionally
honoring living people.

Currently, the webpage that represents the USPS
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee now specifically
indicates the mandated current rule: “As of January
2018, no living persons will be honored on a stamp.
Deceased individuals will be honored no earlier than
three years after his or her death.” (Citizens’ Stamp
Advisory Committee “Stamp Subject Selection
Criteria.”)

So, we have come full circle. First, no living persons
were ever permitted to be represented on a U.S.
postage stamp. Then, there was a flurry of activity in
2011 when we thought that it could occur. Now, we
are back to the original rule (with a three-year waiting
period). And that rule is enforced by the USPS
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee.

Notwithstanding all the rules and changes in the
rules, there have been exceptions — either
purposefully or by chance.

In the August 2024 edition of The Philly Philatelist, it
was reported that U.S. Airmail Stamp (Scott C10)
from 1927 did actually acknowledge and honor
Charles Lindbergh. Mystic Stamp Company suggests
that that stamp marked the very first time thata
living person was honored on a U.S. postage stamp.


https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2011/pr11_109.htm
https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2011/pr11_109.htm
https://about.usps.com/who/csac/#criteria
https://about.usps.com/who/csac/#criteria
https://about.usps.com/who/csac/#criteria
https://www.gpscc.org/_files/ugd/0a0454_89e782721dda4357bd6ca37bb36b30b8.pdf
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CAN YOU BE PICTURED ON A U.S. POSTAGE STAMP IF YOU ARE STILL LIVING?

(CONTINUED)

Additionally, recently issued postage stamps
seemed to have slipped through the three-year
waiting period criteria:

* Oscar De la Renta, one of the world’s top fashion
designers, died at age 82 on October 20, 2014, and
was honored with a stamp set on February 16,
2017 (two years, three months and 28 days later)
(Scott 5173a).

* Robert Panara, a pioneer in education for the
deaf, died at age 94 on July 20, 2014, and was
honored on a single 2-ounce-rate stamp issued
April 11, 2016 (two years, eight months and 23 days
later) (Scott 5191).

* Father Theodore Hesburgh, the longtime
president of the University of Notre Dame, died at
age 97 on February 26, 2015, and was honored on
two forever stamps (one in a pane of 20, and
another in a coil of 50) issued September 1, 2017
(two years, six months and seven days later) (Scott
5241 & §5242).

Two Dunce

2017

W W W W Y VY VYV VV VVVVVVYVVYTVYVW
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Robert Panara

FR. TED HESBURGH

FOREVER -USA

Finally, if you are really into sleuthing for images of
living people in U.S. postage stamps, then you have
to do some reading on the ongoing work done by
John M. Hotchner, well-known philatelic writer and
editor, exhibitor, judge, researcher, expertiser, and
former member of the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee.

John’s ongoing work demonstrates that living people
have been shown on U.S. postage stamps more than
75 times. The images can be explicit, as with the 1945
3¢ stamp commemorating the raising of the
American flag on Iwo Jima (Scott 929), or the
characters from the Star Wars film series on the
pane of 41¢ stamps issued in 2007 (Scott 4143). Or it
can be subtle, as with the many stamps that have
used living people as models for figures on stamps.

John has been writing for Linn’s Stamp News for over
35 years and has covered most of the instances of
living people on U.S. stamps. He has even developed
a list of them that is available to readers, if you write
to him and ask for it.

FaEN B RS/ USA

Top left: Oscar De la Renta, 2017
(Scott s173a). Bottom left: Robert
Panara, 2016 (Scott 5191).
Middle: Father Theodore
Hesburgh, 2017 (Scott 5241);
Above: Paul Miller - WTF?
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HOLES IN STAMPS THAT ARE A-OK
Michael L. Wilson

Stamp collectors do not like stamps with
imperfections, such as holes, but there is an
exception and that is for stamps that purposefully
have had holes punched in them, so-called “perfins.”

According to Wikipedia, “a perfin is a stamp that has
had initials or a name perforated across it to
discourage theft. The name is a contraction of

y

'perforated initials' or 'perforated insignia’.

There is a philatelic organization in the United States
devoted to perfins named, not surprisingly, The
Perfins Club. Its website provides this succinct
explanation of perfins in the United States:

Used mainly from 1908 until the 1950’s,
perfins were commonly used in an attempt to
discourage theft of stamps by company
employees. ... The use of perfins at least
moderated theft from the company because,
at least in theory, the post office would not
accept perfin mail from anyone but the firm
that had ownership. But, of course, there were
always ways around the system and letters did
get sent. At minimum, it prevented an
employee from reselling discounted postage.

The widespread use of postage meters
beginning in the 1940's and permit indicia
virtually ended the practice of using perfins.

Hundreds of companies in the United States
embraced the use of perfins, each with its own
combination of letters, numbers, or in some cases, a
shape or image (e.g., a triangle or an anchor). The
Perfin Society has cataloged the many variations, and
you can view all the varieties on covers at this link.

The stamp in Figure 1 is a run-of-the-mill definitive
from 1954 - Scott 1036a depicting Abraham Lincoln.
You can see the perfin pattern in the upper lefthand
and upper middle pictures of Figure 1; the pattern is
much more obvious from the back of the stamp.

The ability to scan a stamp and then annotate, rotate
and change the color of the scan makes it much
easier to figure out what the pattern stands for.
That's what | did in the upper righthand image and
the two images in the bottom row of Figure 1. Once |
figured out the symbols - what appeared to be a “G”
and an “E” - | then went through the “G” perfin
patterns on the website noted above, and voila, |
figured out that “GE” stood for “General Electric”
and was pattern Goyz, probably variation Go72-2A.

Figure 1 - General Electric
(“GE”) perfin (pattern
Goy2-2A) on US Scott
1036a issued in 1954.



https://www.perfins.org/
https://www.perfins.org/
https://www.perfins.org/US-Perfin-Covers/US-Covers.html
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HOLES IN STAMPS THAT ARE A-OK (CONTINUED)

Here are two additional examples of perfins on covers. On each cover is superimposed a black-and-white
image of the stamp with the perfin outlined in red.

If you are looking for a new area to collect with lots of variety and low prices, you can’t go wrong with perfins.

Figure 2 -
Baltimore &
Ohio (“B&0O”)
Railroad perfin
(pattern B278)
on Scott 332 or
375 (depending
- on watermark).
~ Postmarked

March 16, 1912,
| in Cincinnati,
OH on B&O
Southwestern
Railroad Co.
cover to Olney,
IL.

Figure 3 -
Western Pacific
(“WP”)
Railroad perfin
(pattern Wisy)
on Scott 742.
Postmarked
December 19,
1934, in Seattle,
WA on Western
Pacific cover to
Oakland.
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Alan Warren

At the HAFNIA 2024 European Stamp Exhibition
held in Copenhagen in October, Bruce Marsden
won a silver for his “The History of Switzerland.”

Club members scooped up many of the awards at
the BALPEX show held in October at its new location
in Linthicum Heights, Maryland. Vern Morris won a
large gold, the APS pre-1900 medal of excellence,
the Postal History Society award, the BALPEX Ed
Ruckle award, and the show Grand Award with his
“Evolution of American Mail 1685-1799.”

Mark Schwartz took a large gold, the U.S. Philatelic
Classics Society medal and the show Reserve Grand
award for his “The New York Postmaster
Provisional.” Mark took another large gold and the
Single Frame Grand Award with “Use of Boston
PAID in Grid Cancels 1851-1859.” Yet another large
gold and the best 2-frame entry also went to Mark
for “Leavitt Machine Cancels used at Boston.”

Jaume Balsells earned a gold with his “Mail from
Spain to the US, 1767-1876, from Colonial Times to
the Bern Treaty.”

DID YOU KNOW?
Michael L. Wilson

According to the U.S. Postal Service, the oldest
continuously operating full-service post office in the
United States is located in Hinsdale, New
Hampshire. It has been in operation in the same
building since 1816. Hinsdale, located in southwest
New Hampshire, has a population of just under
4,000. Its zip code is 03451.

The oldest working post office in the world is in
Sanquhar in southern Scotland. It has been in
business since 1712. It has postal code DG4 6D).

Anyone have covers postmarked from both
locations? E-mail me images, and I’'ll run them in an
upcoming issue of The Philly Philatelist.

(A
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PHILATELIC GATHERING OF OCTOBER 19, 2024

Alan Warren

Bob Myers showed spectacular material from his
exhibit of “Siege of Paris 1870-71: Movement of
Mail.” The exhibit tells the story of the balloon mail
and other aspects during the four-month siege. He
also showed some new items that will be added to
the display. Bob has material from all 54 balloon
flights that carried mail as well as some that carried
“entrusted” letters handed directly to the pilot. In
addition to the balloons, he displayed letters that
had been enclosed in lightweight metal balls and
placed in the Seine to be carried by the river flow.

The second speaker, John Howker, described the
“Adams Air Mail Pick-Up and Delivery Service”
introduced in the United States for handling mail in
communities that had no airports. The device that
enabled the service was developed by the inventor

Bob Myers

John Howker

(and dentist!) Lytle S. Adams. The first successful
demonstration of the service occurred in 1929 with
mail from Youngstown, Ohio to Cleveland. John
showed many examples of covers carried by the
service and souvenir mail associated with it.

The process was featured at the 1933 Century of
Progress World’s Fair in Chicago. The system was
simplified in 1937. Richard Chichester du Pont
provided business expertise and overhauled the
procedure. The business became the All American
Aviation company and served 121 communities in six
states during the 1940s. The system began losing
money in the late 1940s and was discontinued. The
firm was acquired by Allegheny Airlines and evolved
eventually into US Airlines.
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The Philatelic Gathering
meets the third Saturday at
the Chester County Historical
Society located at 225 N. High
Street, West Chester,
Pennsylvania. An optional
lunch follows the
presentations. The Philatelic
Gathering is open to any
collector. Several members of
the GPSCC are regular
attendees, so you’ll see some
familiar faces if you attend.
You’ll also meet a number of
collectors from elsewhere in
the area.

(charlesdicomo@gmail.com).

For more information on joining the Philatelic Gathering, contact Kean
Spencer (keanwspenceri@gmail.com) or Dr. Charles J. DiComo



mailto:keanwspencer1@gmail.com
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	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10

