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Greenland
• Largest island in the world (22% of the US)
• 75% permanently covered by ice
• Population 56,400 in 2025
• Population 13,000 in 1905
• Population 18,000 in 1937
• Most settlements on the Southwest coast
• Resources: Fishing and mining
• Autonomous region of Denmark
• Under exclusive Danish control since 1814
• Trade under strict monopoly until 1950

• 1776: New order forbidding non-authorized trade 
with Greenland, etc.



Den Kongelige Grondlanske 
Handel (KGH) 
• Royal Greenland Trading 

Company
• Delivery of mail and parcels 

was free until April of 1905
• Since May 1905 fees were 

implemented for parcels
• Payment with stamps 

produced by the KGH under 
authorization of the Danish 
Post, directly on parcel 
wrappers or on parcel cards

• Used until 1938 



• Estimated about 400 
people of Danish origin 
living in Greenland 
during this period

• Travel to Greenland only 
during spring-fall

• Estimated between 1000 
and up to 3000 parcels 
carried annually by the 
KGH



• Simplified cataloging 
on Scott:

• 9 values typographed
• 2 values lythographed
• Perforation varieties
• Stamps with straight 

margins



• Designed by Gerhard Heilmann
• Printed by H. H. Thiele
• No name of the country
• Pakke-Porto (Parcel Post)
• Coat of arms of Greenland
• 28x35 mm
• Printed in sheets of 25 (5x5)  
• Line perforated

• Sales to collectors not allowed

A modern Design for 1905



Self-portrait, 1912 Original drawing signed GH



Proofs on final colors, mounted on cardstock



1905

10,000 5,000 10,000

• Printed by H. H. Thiele 
• Line perforated 12.25. Yellowish thick paper



1905

• Additional printings ordered as stamps were running low
• Same 25 types mounted in different positions, presumably after cleaning

• First Printings. Sheets with fully perforated margins.
• Line perforated 12.25. Yellowish thick paper



1910
• 5 ore (10,000) and 10 ore (15,000) values reprinted
• Perforated 12.25. Smaller sheets with imperforated outside margins. 

White paper.

3,600 4,500 1,500

2,000

6,000



1915
• 1 ore (10,000) value reprinted and 2, 15 y 20 ore (10,000 each) values printed. 
• Perforated 11.25. Imperforated outside margins. White paper.
• Starting in 1915 sales to collectors are allowed.

2,400 800

1,8003,600

3,600 600

2,100



1918
• For sales to collectors, remainders of 1, 2, 5, 10, 15 and 20 ore values were reperforated.
• Line perforated, 11.50

2,700 2,400



1918

1,200100

• For sales to collectors, remainders of 1, 2, 5, 10, 15 and 20 ore values were reperforated.
• Line perforated, 11.50



1918

1,0003,000

• For sales to collectors, remainders of 1, 2, 5, 10, 15 and 20 ore values were reperforated.
• Line perforated, 11.50



1918 to 1931
• Multiple printings of all values. Fully perforated sheets on all sides, line 11.25
• Some color differences. Different paper and gum colors and thickness.

Second Printing
Yellow-gray paper

Third Printing
White paper

Second Printing
Yellow-gray paper

Third Printing
White paper



1918 to 1931

Second printing
Dark blue

Third printing
Blue-green

Six additional printings
337,500 stamps issued 

• Multiple printings of all values. Fully perforated sheets on all sides, line 11.25
• Some color differences. Different paper and gum colors and thickness.



1930
• New values issued, 70 ore (15,625), 1 kr (50,000) y 3 kr (15,000).
• Sheets of 25 stamps, fully perforated, line 11.25.



1937
• New printing of the following values: 10, 20, 70 ore y 1 kr (25,000 each).
• Printed by J. H. Schultz. Fully perforated stamps, line perforated 10.75.
• Same types used by Thiele except for the 10 ore stamps (types had been destroyed).



1937
• Reengraved values of 70 ore and 1 kr (25,500 each) for litho printing. 
• Printed by Andreasen & Lachmann. Line perforated 10.75.



1937
• Schultz: Thick lines inside coat of arms. Wide “P”.
• Andreasen & Lachmann : Thin lines inside coat of arms. Narrow “P”. Bear eye barely visible.



1905-1915 – Thiele – D. 12.25 1918-1930 – Thiele – D. 11.25

1937 – Schultz – D. 10.75 1937 – A&L, D. 10.75



1905-1937
• Over 65 stamps considering printings and perforation varieties.



1905-1937
• Different printing flaws identified for every value.

Snowball Bent left frame Dot near eye Dot near paw



Collecting printing flaws



Imperf Varieties



Imperf Varieties



Postal Uses
• Vast majority of parcels sent from 

Denmark to Greenland
• Very rare on parcels from Greenland to 

Denmark
• Extremely rare for parcels within 

Greenland
• Used directly on the parcel wrapper or 

after 1909 on parcel cards

FreeUntil May 1st, 1905 

10 ore up to 5 kg + 1 ore each additional 500g1905

340 ore 
(10 kg)

190 ore
(5 kg)

170 ore
(3 kg)

110 ore
(1 kg)

1930

Newspapers 8 ore/kg, minimum 1 kr

120 ore 
(10 kg)

80 ore
(5 kg)

60 ore
(3 kg)

30 ore
(1 kg)

1931 
Pr. Mt.



Godthab to Copenhague



Ritenbenk to Copenhague, 16 kg parcel



Value

Control 
Number

# of Parcels

Weight

Addresse

Space for 
stamps

Sender details on reverse 10 ore up to 5 kg + 1 ore each additional  500g1905

1927-1929



1909-1912

10 ore up to 5 kg + 1 ore each additional  500g1905



1925

10 ore up to 5 kg + 1 ore each additional  500g1905



340 ore (10 kg)190 ore (5 kg)170 ore (3 kg)110 ore (1 kg)1930

1930-1934



340 ore (10 kg)190 ore (5 kg)170 ore (3 kg)110 ore (1 kg)1930

1936



340 ore (10 kg)190 ore (5 kg)170 ore (3 kg)110 ore (1 kg)1930

1934-1935



340 ore (10 kg)190 ore (5 kg)170 ore (3 kg)110 ore (1 kg)1930

1934-1935



1930

1930 Newspaper Rate, 8 ore per Kg with a minimum rate of 1 Kr.



1930

1930 Newspaper Rate, 8 ore per Kg with a minimum rate of 1 Kr.; 3 parcels of 5, 3 and 4 Kg. 11 kg = 88 ore



120 ore 
(10 kg)

80 ore
(5 kg)

60 ore
(3 kg)

30 ore
(1 kg)

1931 
impr.

1934-1935



120 ore 
(10 kg)

80 ore
(5 kg)

60 ore
(3 kg)

30 ore
(1 kg)

1931 
impr.

1936



120 ore 
(10 kg)

80 ore
(5 kg)

60 ore
(3 kg)

30 ore
(1 kg)

1931 
impr.

1937



120 ore 
(10 kg)

80 ore
(5 kg)

60 ore
(3 kg)

30 ore
(1 kg)

1931 
impr.

1931-1934



120 ore 
(10 kg)

80 ore
(5 kg)

60 ore
(3 kg)

30 ore
(1 kg)

1931 
impr.

1938



340 ore (10 kg)190 ore (5 kg)170 ore (3 kg)110 ore (1 kg)1930



Fiscal Use: Savings 
Books
• Savings system using Pakke-Porto 

stamps on savings books
• Started in 1926
• Savings cashed around Christmas
• Most books destroyed once returned
• Only existing copies from the 

following years: 1927-28, 1935-36 
and 1938

• Stamps cancelled with “Avane Nr X” 
(North) or another colony handstamp















.
Egedesminde

. Christianshaab
. Jakovshavn 
. Ritenbenk
. Umanak

. Upernavik

Godhavn .

• Nr XX avane: Fiscal cancel for savings stamps
• Avane means north. Numbers correspond to the different 

parishes from south to north (38 in 7 districts)
• A few other fiscal and many colony cancels used

Rhodebay 
(Jakovshavn)

Nugatsiak 
(Umanak)





Cancels
• Rubber handstamps without date, in 

black or purple ink
• From Copenhaguen: Linear or oval 

“Greenland Board”
• From July 1936, steel datestamp
• CTOs known until 1956
• From Greenland: Linear or oval, with 

the name of the colony
• Datestamps not used in Greenland 

until 1938
• Most likely from fiscal use or CTOs



Copenhagen Cancels

1912-1925 
Styrelsen af 
Kolonierne I 
Gronland

1908-1912 
Administrationen 
for Kolonierne I 
Gronland

1912-1925 
Styrelsen af 
Kolonierne I 
Gronland

1905-1908

1912-1925 
Styrelsen af 
Kolonierne I 
Gronland



1925-1938 
Gronlands 
Styrelse

1936-1938 
Gronlands 
Styrelse

1925-1938 
Gronlands 
Styrelse

Copenhagen Cancels



Handelstedet 
Kutdligssat

Udstedet 
Satut

Kolonien 
Godhavn

Udstedet 
Narssak

Kutdligssat
. Godhavn

. Satut

. Narssak

Greenland Cancels



Udstedet 
Niakornat

Marmorilik

Kolonien 
Umanak

Udstedet 
Proven

Niakornat .
. Proven

. Umanak
. Marmorilik

Greenland Cancels



Nugatsiak

Egedesminde

Kangerdluk

Udstedet 
Igdlorssuit

Nugatsiak .

. Egedesminde

. Kangerdluk

. Igdlorssuit

Greenland Cancels



Modern Reprints

• Several souvenir reprints made 
between 1983-1985

• Produced by the Ministry of 
Greenland

• Most values and main varieties, made 
with original types

• No postal value


























