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NEXT MEETING

September 15, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

Community Rooms
GIANT Supermarket
315 N. York Rd., Willow Grove, PA

Dinner: 

For those who would like to join us for cocktails 
and  dinner beforehand (Dutch treat), we meet at 
The W Tavern located at 210 York Road, at 5:00 
p.m. for cocktails followed by dinner at 5:30 p.m.

The W Tavern menu can be viewed here: 
https://wtavern19090.wixsite.com/my-site/menu. 
The “Grilled Bill” is a favorite of GPSCC members. 
It is worth checking out!

 PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
  Paul F. Miller

An important aspect of philately is being a good 
steward of your collection so that it may someday be 
passed along to others who share the same interest in 
the hobby. Or maybe your collection will spur the 
interest of new collectors in the future.

Of course, a great way to generate interest from new 
collectors is to get parts of stamp collections into 
their hands now. What I mean by that is to donate 
portions of stamp collections to organizations who 
can use it to generate interest or build on the interest 
that has already been sparked.

Occasionally, GPSCC receives inquiries through its 
website from folks who either have an old collection 
of their own or have received a collection from 
someone in their family who has passed away. For 
those who express an interest in donating the 

collection, GPSCC is happy to help by providing them 
with information about organizations who can handle 
donated material.

One such organization I would like to highlight is 
Stamps for the Wounded (SFTW). We have talked 
about this organization in the past at several of our 
club meetings. They really are a wonderful and 
helpful organization.

If you look at their website, you will see the following 
partial description:

Stamps for the Wounded (SFTW) is a service 
organization dedicated to providing comfort and 
stimulating activity to U.S. veterans through stamp 
collecting. SFTW sends stamps, covers, supplies 
and literature to enable veterans to begin,

Psst…Did you notice the new logo? It’s been in the 
masthead of The Philly Philatelist since April 2026. It was 
produced by ChatGPT. Anyone interested in an article on 
AI and philately? Let me know. The Editor   

https://wtavern19090.wixsite.com/my-site/menu
https://wtavern19090.wixsite.com/my-site/menu
https://wtavern19090.wixsite.com/my-site/menu
https://www.gpscc.org/selling-or-donating
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

or continue to collect stamps. Stamp collecting is 
an activity that provides comfort, meaningful 
activity and social connections…it is not 
physically challenging and very stimulating.

SFTW has been doing their profound work since 1942. 
So, they know a thing or two about handling donated 
material and getting it into the hands of interested 
collectors.

I recently had the pleasure of working with and 
meeting two of the members of SFTW. Just before the 
start of the NAPEX 2026 stamp show (held in 
McLean, Virginia on August 28 – 30, 2026), GPSCC 
was contacted by two separate individuals who had 
stamp collections available to donate. SFTW was a 
great solution for this donated material because it 
helped both the individuals donating the material 
and will help SFTW in their mission.

Although the donated stamp collections were too 
large for mailing (it would have been very costly 
based on the size and number of boxes), I was able to 
transport the donations and drop them off to SFTW 
at the NAPEX 2026 stamp show. Luckily, SFTW had 
several display tables at NAPEX 2026 and were in 
attendance and willing to accept the donations at the 
stamp show.

Two of the folks whom I met and were helpful in the 
donation drop-off were kind enough to allow me to 
snap a picture while at NAPEX 2026. 

SFTW is thankful for any donated stamp materials 
that they can get. So, if you have parts of your stamp 
collection that you think could use a new home, 
please consider SFTW. Additionally, if you know of 
others who have stamp collections and are 
considering donating, please let them know about 
SFTW or allow them to contact GPSCC. We will help 
to facilitate it in whatever way possible.

Remember, a donation to an organization like SFTW 
can extend the life of stamp items by getting them 
into the hands of additional collectors who can help 
to grow the hobby. It also feels good when you can 
make a collection donation and know that your items 
will be put to good use. Heck, I was just a "delivery 
guy" for the collection donations at NAPEX 2026 and 
I felt good about what was accomplished.

Oh, and one more thing…SFTW is also happy to 
accept cash donations, too! SFTW is a 501C3 public 
charity (EIN 03-6011525), so your donations are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed under law. 

Rob Jenson, SFTW 
President (right) 

and volunteer 
Rich Rizzo (left) at 

NAPEX..

Click on banner for https://www.stampsforthewounded.org/

U.S. Scott 2765b 
issued in 1993

https://www.stampsforthewounded.org/
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PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 15, 2026: SANDEEP JAISWAL, 
“SOME OF MY FAVORITE INDIAN STATES ITEMS”

GPSCC is proud to welcome via Zoom noted philatelist Sandeep Jaiswal to its September 15 meeting. Sandeep 
will present “Some of My Favorite Indian States Items.”

Sandeep began collecting Indian States at the age of 20, shortly after moving from Calcutta to California to 
attend college. Until then, his focus had been the King George VI issues of the British Commonwealth, a 
collection he started at the age of 14. That direction changed when he met Liz Blake, an ardent collector of 
Indian States living in San Francisco. She introduced him to the captivating world of the Indian Feudatory States, 
and within six months, thanks to the generous financial support of his uncle, he acquired her remarkable 30-
volume collection. He has never looked back. Although he later expanded into additional areas such as the 
postal stationery of British India, Aden, Burma, Ceylon, and Nepal, his deepest passion remains all aspects of 
the Indian Princely States (stamps, postal history, and postal stationery) just as strongly today as it was four 
decades ago.

Over the years, he has written numerous articles and exhibited at both national and international levels, earning 
more than fifty Gold/large Gold medals across more than 25 different exhibits. He is a past editor of India Post, 
the journal of the India Study Circle, and he expertizes Indian States philatelic material for three organizations, 
including ISES. He also serves as a consultant to two additional organizations and is recognized as an “Expert” 
for eBay. 

Sandeep is the owner of Stamps Inc. which specializes in all aspects of Indian States philately, holding semi-
annual auctions. He is currently working on an in-depth online catalog of Indian States stamps and postal 
stationery which will be available on the internet. 

Join Zoom Meeting at 7:00 p.m. ET, September 15:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88556727621?pwd=x7WrVfiqQF
bvxuAF2XtEESn9QhTE7f.1

Meeting ID: 885 5672 7621
Passcode: 849041

https://stampsinc.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88556727621?pwd=x7WrVfiqQFbvxuAF2XtEESn9QhTE7f.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88556727621?pwd=x7WrVfiqQFbvxuAF2XtEESn9QhTE7f.1
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CLUB MAILING ADDRESS

Greater Philadelphia Stamp &
    Collectors Club
661 High Pointe Circle
Langhorne, PA 19047

UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS 

Oct. 20 – Nov. 14 – Dec. TBD Holiday Dinner  

Note: Nov. 14 is a Saturday, and the meeting that day will start at 10:00 
a.m. All the other meetings are on Tuesdays and begin at 7:00 p.m. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 19, 2026, 10:00 a.m.-Noon – Philatelic Gathering, Chester 
County History Center, 225 N. High Street, West Chester, PA.  Michael L. 
Wilson on “The Cheap Postage Movement of the Mid-1800s” and Kean 
Spencer on “Puerto Rico Revenues, Both Spanish Era and U.S. 
Administration.” 

October 2-4, 2026 – NOJEX, Hilton Hasbrouck Heights Hotel, 650 Terrace 
Ave., Hasbrouck Heights, NJ.

October 31, 2026 – Eastern PA Stamp Show (EPASS),  Schnecksville Fire 
Company, 4550 Old Packhouse Rd., Schnecksville, PA, bourse only
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WEB SITE

www.gpscc.org

FOLLOW US ON 
INSTAGRAM

@gpscc19090

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE STAMP OR COVER!

I would like to highlight your favorite stamps or covers in The Philly 
Philatelist. All you need to do is send me a picture of the item and a 
sentence or two about why it's your favorite.

If your favorite item is a stamp and you don’t have a way to scan an image, 
just give me the country, year and a description, and I'll track it down.

If it’s a cover, bring it to a meeting, and I’ll take a picture of it or send it to 
me via regular mail, and I’ll scan and return it to you. My mailing address 
is 19 Brookdale Dr., Doylestown PA 18901. Thanks!

Mike W. (newsletter@gpscc.org.)

AND NOW FOR A LITTLE HUMOR…

Why did the stamp collector break up with his girlfriend?
She said he was too attached to his collection.

My husband said I spend too much time with my stamps.
I told him we'd discuss it after I finished sorting out my priorities. 

Stamp collectors don’t get bored—they can always hinge on something.

mailto:president@gpscc.org
mailto:vpprograms@gpscc.org
mailto:treasurer@gpscc.org
mailto:secretary@gpscc.org
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org
mailto:showsevents@gpscc.org
https://lcps-stamps.org/study-groups/
https://www.nojex.org/
https://aps-lv-stamps.org/epass/
mailto:newsletter@gpscc.org
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President Paul Miller called the meeting to order 
promptly at 7:00 p.m. and introduced our newest 
member Kauko Aro who collects Finland and Malta 
postal stationery. Kauko signed up tonight and will 
receive free membership for joining GPSCC.

Paul also reported that during the last month 
applications from three additional members were 
received: Kevin Rice collects Civil War and World War 
II era stamps, general U.S., postal history and 
Germany; Emil Kupper collects British 
Commonwealth and other countries; and Darius 
Rogers collects U.S., Germany, other countries, postal 
history, and airmail. A complete list of all new 
members in 2026 will be included in a future issue of 
The Philly Philatelist.

Paul Miller reminded members that because of our 
affiliation with the American Topical Association 
(ATA), we receive a hard copy of each issue of Topical 
Times.  On pages 84-85 of the most recent issue our 
newsletter was highlighted.  There is a link on the 
GPSCC Website (https://www.gpscc.org/links) for the 
ATA along with other societies.

The Boston 2026 World Expo was a great success with 
20,017 registrations, $1.2 million in donations and $1.1 
million in fees.  There were 477 volunteers who did a 
total of 2,300 hours of work.

NAPEX is the next major stamp show August 28-30 at 
the Hilton McClean Tysons Corner. GPSCC member 
Mark Schwartz and Bob Myers, our June guest 
speaker, have exhibits.

The Fourteenth Winton M. Blount Postal History 
Symposium will take place on December 10-11, at the 
Smithsonian National Postal Museum in Washington, 
DC, and online via Zoom. Our Vice President, Mike 
Wilson will be presenting “The Cheap Postage 
Movement of the Mid-1800’s.”

Our speaker tonight was GPSCC member Abel Peter 
who discussed “Christian Art Through Philately.”  
Abel is an architectural designer and collects a variety 

of thematic subjects, with a particular interest in 
Christian art, architecture, Vatican philately, and first 
day covers. He brought a few books full of stamps on 
the subject.

Several key points from Abel’s presentation include 
the fact that Christianity has inspired some of 
history’s greatest artistic achievements. In addition, 
postal administrations worldwide have celebrated 
these works. Christian art is not one subject as it 
encompasses architecture, painting, sculpture, 
mosaics, manuscripts, music, saints, biblical events 
and holidays. These stamps come from a variety of 
countries.

Christian Art evolves through the various time 
periods: Byzantine, Romanesque, Gothic 
Renaissance, Baroque and Modern Christian Art.  
Each period had its own theme, artists and key 
points. There was time for members to ask questions 
about Christian Art stamps. The presentation was 
extremely informative and enjoyable.

At the end of the meeting members could browse 
through free-for-the-taking stamp-related books that 
Secretary Robert Cohen brought to the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted by Robert Cohen

 

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 18, 2026, GPSCC MEETING

Abel Peter during his presentation.

https://www.gpscc.org/links
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AWARDS AND HONORS
Alan Warren

Mark Schwartz won a large gold and the show grand 
award at BALPEXx in Linthicum Heights, Maryland, 
in August with his “Independent Mail and Express 
Company Operations at Boston 1843-1846.” He 
received another large gold for “The First U.S. Postal 
Cards of 1873” and a third large gold along with the 
Peoples Choice award with his “Carrier Service at 
Boston 1821-1863.”

Mark also took a large gold, the United States Stamp 
Society Statue of Freedom award, and the show 
reserve grand at NAPEX in Virginia in August with his 
“The New York Postmaster Provisional of 1845.” He 
also received another large gold for his “Carrier 
Service at Boston 1821-1863.”

The August issue of the Pennsylvania Postal Historian, 
published by the Pennsylvania Postal History Society, 

carries no less than three articles by GPSCC member 
Bill Schultz. In one he shows three stampless covers 
bearing straight line West Chester cancels addressed 
to Isaac Dutton Barnard, who served in the War of 
1812. Barnard went on to become a lawyer and served 
in both the Pennsylvania and United States Senates.

In his second article Bill shows an 1827 stampless 
“Quaker” letter mailed from West Chester to an 
addressee "Near Belfont" (i.e. today's Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania). 

His third article is about an 1898 stamped envelope 
with a corner card imprint of stamp dealer E.T. Parker 
in Bethlehem, Pa. With the imprinted message Parker 
seeks old cancelled postage stamps, and especially 
“…stamps on original envelopes.”

DID YOU KNOW?
Michael L. Wilson

The first woman pictured on a U.S. postage stamp 
was Queen Isabella of Spain. She appeared with 
Christopher Columbus on the $4 Columbian 
Exposition stamp issued in 1893. The stamp was part 
of the celebrated 16-stamp Columbian series 
commemorating the 400th anniversary of 
Columbus’s first voyage. Only 26,350 copies of the $4 
stamp were printed, making it one of the scarcer 
stamps in the series. 

It took another nine years before an American 
woman appeared on a U.S. stamp. In 1902, Martha 
Washington was pictured on the 8-cent stamp of the 
Second Bureau Issue, becoming the first American 
woman so honored. The stamp was issued on 
December 6, 1902, and its 8-cent denomination 
primarily paid the domestic and foreign registry fee. 

Five years later, Pocahontas appeared on the 5-cent 
Jamestown Exposition stamp of 1907. She became the 
first Native American depicted on a U.S. postage 
stamp. 
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THE AMERICAN FLAG – HISTORY AND PHILATELY
Paul F. Miller

July 4, 2026, marked the 250th anniversary of the 
United States’ Declaration of Independence, known 
as the Semiquincentennial. July 4th is celebrated 
annually in the United States as Independence Day, 
commemorating the adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence on July 4, 1776, when the thirteen 
American colonies declared independence from 
Great Britain.

Independence Day has been celebrated 
with fireworks, parades, concerts, barbecues, and 
patriotic displays, symbolizing national pride and 
unity. The most recognizable patriotic symbol of the 
United States is the American Flag.

The current American flag consists of thirteen 
horizontal stripes, alternating red and white, with a 
blue rectangle in the upper left-hand corner (known 
as the “canton”) bearing 50 small, white, five-pointed 
stars arranged in nine offset horizontal rows, where 
rows of six stars alternate with rows of five stars. The 
50 stars on the flag form a constellation, representing 
the 50 U.S. states united, while the 13 stripes 
represent the thirteen British colonies that won 
independence in the American Revolutionary War. 
This version of the flag was adopted on July 4, 1960, 
and has been in use for the last 66 years. It is the 27th 
version of the flag of the United States (Figure 1).

The first American flag, used from 1775 to 1777, was 
referred to as “the Continental Colors,” also known as 
the “Grand Union Flag” or the “Continental Union
Flag.” The flag consisted of thirteen red and white

stripes and Great Britain's flag (the British Union Jack 
symbol) in the upper-left-hand corner (Figure 2). This 
flag had a very specific meaning. It meant that the 
colonists were fighting as 13 united colonies but 
under British Rule. Remember, at this time the 
colonies had not yet declared their Independence.

The Continental Army (led by George Washington), 
the Continental Navy, and a small contingent of 
Continental Marines initially utilized this flag. It was a 
compromise between those who wanted total 
independence and those who sought some 
accommodation with the Crown. 

On July 4, 1776, Congress declared its independence 
from Great Britain, and General George 
Washington realized that a flag that did not resemble 
the enemy's flag was needed. Therefore, on June 14, 
1777, the Continental Congress passed a resolution 
establishing an official flag for the new nation, stating 
that “the flag of the United States be 13 stripes, 
alternate red and white” and that “the union be 13 
stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
constellation.” This is commonly referred to as the 
first “Flag Act.” June 14th is celebrated as Flag Day as 
a result of this resolution.

Though history books have long told generations 
that Betsy Ross made the first American flag in June 
1776 at George Washington's request, there is little 
factual evidence to support the claim. The legend 
goes that George Washington, Robert Morris, and 
George Ross came to Betsy Ross’s house to discuss 
the design of a national flag. The original design had

Figure 1 – Current American Flag

Figure 2 - Continental Union Flag
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six-sided stars representing the thirteen colonies on a 
field of blue with red and white stripes. Betsy 
suggested a five-pointed star. The three men, amazed 
at how quickly she could cut the five-pointed stars, 
assigned her with the task of sewing the flag.

This story originated in 1870 when Betsy’s grandson, 
William J. Canby, while addressing a Historical Society 
in Philadelphia, said that his grandmother told him 
that she met with George Washington and others and 
designed the flag. It is possible that she played a role 
in making the first flag, as she was an upholsterer 
who made flags for the Pennsylvania Navy. The 
mystery remains unresolved—no documentation, no 
drawing or written description of the flag exists. 
However, that first flag is often called “The Betsy 
Ross” flag (Figure 3). 

It is possible that Francis Hopkinson, one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence from the 
State of New Jersey, may have actually designed the 
flag that is credited to Betsy Ross. He submitted a bill 
to Congress for his help in designing the national flag 
and aiding in designing the Great Seal for the United 
States. Hopkinson was never paid; and there was 
never a picture of the flag, a written description of the 
flag, or even a sketch of the flag. So, the mystery 
remains.

In 1794, a second Flag Act was signed. In this 
resolution, two new stars and two more stripes were 
added to the design, which symbolized the addition 
of Vermont and Kentucky as new states. This flag 
remained in use even when five more states were 
added. The possible thought is that additional stars 
and stripes would create “clutter.” Interestingly, the 

15-star, 15-stripe flag was the inspiration for Francis 
Scott Key's poem subsequently known as “The Star-
Spangled Banner,” which is now the American 
national anthem.

In 1818, the third Flag Act was signed that started the 
precedent of adding another star to the flag after 
each state's entrance into the Union. In addition, this 
act reduced the number of stripes from fifteen back 
to thirteen. Since that time, the flag changes have 
occurred as new stars have been added to represent 
new states that have been admitted to the Union.

Prior to the Civil War, the American flag was primarily 
used by military forts, government buildings and 
ships. Common Americans rarely possessed or 
displayed their own flag. This changed following 
the Battle of Fort Sumter in 1861. The flag became a 
symbol of the Union and suddenly became a part of 
the national identity. Citizens experienced 
“Flagmania” and the sale of flags exploded at this 
time. Manufacturers began to mass produce the 
American flag but could not keep up with the 
demand!

Of course, as “Flagmania” swept over America, the 
postal service got caught up in the action and 
decided that stamps depicting the American flag 
would be of great interest to citizens. 

The first notable U.S. stamp featuring a flag image 
came in 1869 (Figure 4), showcasing a multi-colored 
flag alongside other patriotic symbols. This set the 
stage for future commemorations focused exclusively 
on the “Stars and Stripes.” The postal service 
reasoned that these small pieces of paper did more 
than pay for mail: they captured a story of evolving 
symbolism, artistry, and the nation’s values. 

THE AMERICAN FLAG – HISTORY AND PHILATELY (CONTINUED)

Figure 3 - Betsy Ross flag

Figure 4 - U.S. Scott 
121
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Not only was this the first stamp featuring the 
American flag, but it was part of a series of stamps 
created in 1869 as bi-color stamps.  Printing with two 
colors required the stamps to be run through the 
press twice: once, to print the vignette (center 
design), and then again, to print the frame. 
Ultimately, this stamp was ranked #7 in 100 Greatest 
American Stamps, a book written by Janet Klug and 
Donald J. Sundman (Mystic Stamp Company) in 2007.

Although this first flag stamp was issued in 1869, it 
wasn’t until 1957 that stamps began featuring full-
color images. On July 4, 1957, the Post Office 
Department issued a 4-cent stamp that depicted a 
48-star flag. This was the first stamp to depict the flag 
in red, white and blue (Figure 5). It was also the first 
time that the American flag was used as the central 
design of the postage stamp. To produce the stamps, 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing used a special 
press (the Giori Press) for the first time. This stamp 
paved the way for recurring flag-themed issues 
aligned with key national milestones.

This new stamp was not without its controvery, 
however. Since postage requires a cancellation, some 
people were opposed to the release of a full-color flag 
stamp because they saw the cancellation as a 
desecration of the flag. Eventually the controversy 
subsided and the stamp was celebrated for its 
underlying values.

In 1960, a 4-cent stamp was the first to show the 
American flag with 50 stars (Figure 6). As stipulated 
by Congress in 1818, the number of stars on the flag 
has to match the number of states, with a new star 
added on the Independence Day following a state’s 

admission into the Union. The flag’s 50th star was 
added on July 4, 1960, after Hawaii became a state in 
1959. 

Since the 1960s, many stamps depicting the 
American flag have been issued over the years. These 
include stamps that show the flag flying over 
landmarks such as the White House and the U.S. 
Capitol and being raised during historic moments. 
Many of the so-called “Forever” stamps showcase an 
image of just the flag itself.

The United States Postal Service does not have a 
current count of how many times the American flag 
has been depicted on U.S. postage stamps, but the 
estimate is that it exceeds more than 100 times. That 
is a fitting representation for the American flag—an 
enduring emblem of freedom, national unity and 
patriotic spirit. 

THE AMERICAN FLAG – HISTORY AND PHILATELY (CONTINUED)

Figure 5 - U.S. Scott 1094

Figure 6 - U.S. 
Scott 1153
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This cover was postmarked in Augusta, Georgia, on 
June 6, 1944—the day Allied forces landed in 
Normandy on what became known as “D-Day.” The 
invasion opened the Western Front in France and 
marked a decisive stage in the defeat of Nazi 
Germany. VE Day—Victory in Europe Day—followed 
less than a year later, on May 8, 1945.

The patriotic cachet was produced by American 
Patriotic Press, which created a number of patriotic 
envelopes during World War II. The design depicts an 
American flag and a winged allegorical figure above 
the message: “THE FLAG THAT SHOWS YOU 
MERCY WILL ALSO SET YOU FREE.” Although not 
specifically designed for D-Day, the cachet’s message 
seems particularly appropriate on a cover 
postmarked June 6, 1944.

The cover is franked with a 1½-cent U.S. Scott 805, 
one of the “Prexies,” or Presidential Issue stamps, 
released in 1938. The series consisted of 32 
denominations ranging from ½-cent to $5. Three 
designs did not depict presidents: this 1½-cent 
stamp honored Martha Washington, the ½-cent

pictured Benjamin Franklin, and the 4½-cent 
pictured the White House.

The 1½-cent postage indicates that the envelope was 
probably mailed as third-class matter rather than as a 
first-class letter. The third-class rate was 1½-cents for 
up to two ounces in 1944. To qualify, the envelope 
would have been mailed unsealed and either 
contained printed matter or was empty. 

The addressee, Thomas Scott Nixon (1901–1980), was 
an Augusta insurance agent, stamp collector, cover 
servicer, and amateur filmmaker. Contemporary 
philatelic publications document his preparation of 
special-event covers as early as the 1930s, making it 
likely that Nixon himself arranged this cover.
Nixon was also a prolific amateur filmmaker. His 16-
minute film, The Augustas, was selected for 
preservation in the National Film Registry by the 
Library of Congress in 2012. 

Nixon’s interest in event covers raises the possibility 
that he may have deliberately obtained the June 6 
postmark after learning of the Normandy invasion.

A D-DAY COVER WITH A U.S. FLAG THEME
Michael L. Wilson
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