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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Paul F. Miller

Happy Summer 2024 to everyone!

| hope everyone is enjoying all that summer has to
offer — outdoor activities; a summertime BBQ; a trip
to the beach; Independence Day fireworks; a well-
deserved vacation; and much more.

Don’t forget to include in your summertime plans, if
possible, a visit to the Great American Stamp Show
(GASS) in Hartford, Connecticut. The show runs from
August 15-18. Admission is free!

Each year, GASS is held at a different location within
the United States. This year, it is almost in our
backyard. Yes, it is a bit of a drive to get there, but it
is closer than in most recent years. It is shaping up to
be a great event!

If you want to learn more about GASS, please see the
July 2024 edition of The American Philatelist. Starting
on page 20, there is an article with GASS information.

You can also visit the American Philatelic Society’s
GASS webpage: https://stamps.org/great-american-

stamp-show.

GASS is hosted by the American Philatelic Society
(APS), American Topical Association, and American
First Day Cover Society and is co-sponsored by the
United States Postal Service (USPS). Each of the co-
hosts will have a show booth where you can stop by,
say hello, and pick up some literature. The USPS will
have a large booth where they will sell stamps, offer
special show cancellations, and feature some first day
ceremonies.

Lots of meetings and activities are planned for each
day. Be sure to check the APS’s website for all the
latest details. If you do go to GASS, make sure you get
a copy of the show program. That will be your single
source for all GASS information while at the show.

(Continued on next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

Of course, what is a stamp show without exhibits,
special displays, club/society booths, and stamp
dealers on the show floor? | read that there will be
more than 150 competitive exhibits on display (more
than 8oo frames) — many of which may pique your
interest. Also available to share common interests, or
learn something new, will be numerous societies,
organizations, and clubs.

In the special display area, there will be some
interesting rarities, including the ever-popular
“Inverted Jenny.” Position 65, the top left stamp of
the famous “McCoy block,” currently owned by the
American Philatelic Research Library, will be on
display. Wow!

Finally, get your stamp want lists in order because
you will have more than 75 stamp dealers to choose
from. Visit a few, a whole bunch, or all of them while
you search for great additions to your collection.

GASS is sure to be great! A whole lot of time and
effort go into planning and executing the show. | am
certain that several of our GPSCC members will
attend. So, look for a friendly face in the crowd.
Maybe we can take some time at our August meeting
to share our impressions of the show.

One other thing. While you are out at GASS, or just
enjoying the summer, please remember to take care
of your collection. This month’s newsletter includes
an article about preserving your stamp collection.
You spend a lot of time, effort, and money on your
collection, so remember to take good care of it.

AUGUST 20, 2024 PROGRAM: “COLLECTING ON A BUDGET,” BY THOMAS ALMERINI

GPSCC member Thomas “Thom” Almerini will present “Collecting on a Budget.” His goal is to share

tips for philatelists who have limited discretionary funds. The principles Thom will cover are also useful for
collectors of any age just starting a collection. He’ll explore ways to obtain material, storage options, how

to get the best deals on supplies, and when to sell or trade.

Collecting on a
Budget

Thom became a GPSCC member in early 2024. His collecting interests include Europe, British
Commonwealth, and early/pre-World War Il Indonesia and Liberia.
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Shows & Events
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UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS
Sep. 17 — Oct. 15— Nov. 19 — Dec. 17 (Holiday Dinner)

NEW CLUB MAILING
ADDRESS!

Greater Philadelphia Stamp &
Collectors Club
661 High Pointe Circle
Langhorne, PA 19047

UPCOMING EVENTS

August 15-18 — Great American Stamp Show ‘24, Connecticut Convention
Center, Hall AB, 100 Columbus Blvd., Hartford, CT.

September 27-29 - NOJEX 2024, Hilton Hotel, 650 Terrace Ave.,
Hasbrouck Heights NJ.

October 14-16 - “Intermediate/Advanced Exhibiting” seminar by GPSCC
member Bill Schultz, The Collectors Club of New York, 58 W 40th St, New
York, NY

October 23-24 — BALPEX Postal History Symposium, BWI Marriott Hotel,
1743 West Nursery Road, Linthicum Heights, MD.

October 25-27 - BALPEX, same address as above.

November 15-16 — Postal History Symposium, American Philatelic
Center, Bellefonte PA.

US]OC 200 Years of Postal Service

| <L

PRESORTED

FIRST-CLASS CARD

WEB SITE

Www.gpscc.org

FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM

@gPscc19090

FREE DUES FOR 2024 OFFERED FOR NEW MEMBERS!

We will continue to offer free membership to anyone who joins during
2024. We are able to do this because of a generous donation by a GPSCC
member to encourage stamp collectors to join the GPSCC.

HAVE SOMETHING PHILATELIC YOU WANT TO SHARE?

The Philly Philatelistis always interested in publishing articles by our
members or other collectors. Anyone who writes two articles this year will
receive free membership for 2025. Articles of any length are welcome. An
article that is 750 words long with two or three images will fill two pages.
To make it easy on the editor, email the text in a Word file and the images
as separate files to Mike Wilson at newsletter@gpscc.org. Thanks!
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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 18, 2024, GPSCC MEETING

Paul Miller introduced our speaker, Mark Schwartz.
His presentation was “The New York Postmaster
Provisional Stamp of 1845.” Mark described how,
when and where this stamp was used in the United
States and internationally. Mark included the stories
behind the stamp and his goals in increasing his own
collection.

After the presentation, Paul began the regular part of
the meeting. First Paul, with the assistance of Mike
Wilson, presented Letty Moon a plaque for her 12
years of service as the Secretary of the Greater
Philadelphia Stamp and Collectors Club.

The new Secretary, Robert Cohen, indicated at
present there were 54 members of the club and
hopefully the visitor, Dean Fowler, attending tonight,
would make it 55.

Bruce Marsden, our Treasurer, indicated that there
were very few transactions since February of this
year. The balance in our checking account remains
$5,137.13. The balance included rent paid for the new
post office box.

A discussion began about the value of keeping the
Willow Grove post office box, as there is very little
mail delivered there. Paul offered to use his address
for all future mail. Bruce brought up the idea of using
PayPal to pay dues. Ed Weisberg wondered whether
it would be a good idea to change the checking
account to one that is interest bearing. The officers
will take these ideas under advisement and possibly
make some changes.

In terms of future presentations, speakers are lined
up for the remaining meetings of 2024. Phil Russell is
now scheduling presentations for 2025. Paul has
spoken to Yamil Kouri, President of the Boston 2026
World Stamp Show to give an updated presentation
about the show at one of our future meetings.

Paul next introduced our visitor, Dean Fowler. Dean
has an interest in railroads on stamps. He lives in
Hatboro and has been a Willow Grove firefighter for

44 years. He is helping to build a museum railroad in
Rockledge. The museum will be open the second
Saturday of every month. On the Fourth of July, after
the parade, everyone will be welcome to visit the
museum. Dean was reminded that he is welcome to
join the club, and dues will be waived for 2024.

Respectfully submitted by Robert Cohen

Mark
Schwartz
during his
presentation.

Title slide of Mark’s presentation
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DID YOU KNOW?
Paul F. Miller

According to Mystic Stamp Company, the 1927 10-
cent Spirit of St. Louis U.S. Airmail stamp (Scott C10)
pictured a living person — Charles Lindbergh.

While he appears as little more than a tiny speck, the
stamp pictures Charles Lindbergh in his famous
aircraft Spirit of St. Louis. It was the very first time a
living person was pictured on a U.S. stamp. (That is
the Mystic Stamp Company claim, but | find it hard to
believe that the “tiny speck” can be seen.)

Nevertheless, what does seem to be true is that this
stamp marked the very first time that a living person
was honored on a U.S. postage stamp. Lindbergh’s
name is prominently displayed on the upper left-
hand portion of the stamp. It was issued in response
to thousands of urgent requests, including from the
Philadelphia Stamp Club, sent to the Post Office
Department in Washington asking for such a
commemorative stamp. There is little doubt that

Lindbergh’s Trans-Atlantic flight from New York to
Paris contributed more to the increased use of air
transport than any event in history.

That brings us to the question about the current rules
for living versus deceased people on U.S. postage
stamps. Please look for an article in a future edition
of The Philly Philatelist that will uncover some of the
rules and traditions associated with this topic.

MAIL FLOWN BY CHARLES LINDBERGH
Michael L. Wilson

Before Charles Lindbergh made his famous Trans-Atlantic flight in May 1927, he was the chief pilot for
Robertson Aircraft Corporation and flew mail on a route between Chicago and St, Louis. In fact, he made the
inaugural flight on this air mail route on April 15, 1926. He was authorized to carry mail over this route again on
February 20-21, 1928, to promote air mail. The volume of mail was huge for this special event, and a number of
planes were required but Lindbergh personally flew each plane for at least a portion of the trip.

e Mre Philip H. Ward, Jr,,
c/o Postmaster,

Springfield, Ill.

Cover carried on Lindbergh’s 5:30 a.m. flight from
Chicago to Springfield, April 15, 1926. Backstamped
with Springfield cachet.

“VIA AIR MAIL— SPECIAL LINDBERGH FLIGHT

CHICAGO to ST. LOUIS, FEB. 21, 1928”

Cover postmarked in Milwaukee February 20, 1928,
and flown from Chicago to St. Louis, February 21,
1928. Backstamped in Chicago at 4:00 a.m. and in St.
Louis at 11:00 a.m. on February 21.
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PRESERVING YOUR STAMP COLLECTION
Paul F. Miller

As you read this, we are in the height of the summer
season. In our area of the country, that can mean hot
and humid days, mixed with sudden showers from
the build up of humidity. Those sudden showers can
also mean a swing in temperatures.

While we are out having fun and enjoying the
summer season, our stamp collections sit at home,
patiently waiting for us to return to spend some
quality time together. Please remember that your
stamp collections, although always ready to share
quality time, still need to be cared for in a proper way
—during all times of the year.

In our December 2023 GPSCC Newsletter, Alan
Warren authored an article titled, “The Care and
Feeding of Covers.” In that article, he provided some
great information concerning preserving philatelic
covers. He referred to the fact that we, as collectors,
have “custody” of the philatelic covers until they are
passed on to others — either by trade or sale or other
means. In that regard, we should care for the items
that we own today, so that others can enjoy them in
the future.

Alan’s article also included a link to the American
Philatelic Society’s webpage that has lots of
information about preservation and care of philatelic
material. | have included that link again because it is
such an invaluable resource:
https://classic.stamps.org/Preservation-and-Care.

This article is not meant to be an all-inclusive primer
on the care and preservation of your stamp
collection. Rather, | wanted to point out some quick
highlights that touch on very important aspects that
should be considered.

Handling Stamps
We all know that handling stamps is best if done with
stamp tongs. This helps to avoid touching stamps

with our fingers. We may think our hands are clean,
but the natural oils on our skin can transfer to the
paper and cause damage over time. Lint-free cotton
gloves also help to protect your stamps from oil and
moisture being transferred from your hands onto
your collection.

Storage Solutions

Stamps are highly sensitive to environmental factors
such as light, humidity, temperature, and pollutants.
To protect your collection, invest in high-quality
stamp albums, stockbooks, or archival-quality
sleeves. These storage solutions are designed to
shield your stamps from dust, dirt, and harmful UV
rays.

Exposing stamps to sunlight is no different than
letting your furniture or artwork sit in the sun.
Cracking, color changing, fading, and yellowing can
occur. To prevent this, keep your collection out of
direct sunlight. Some would say keeping it in the dark
is the best way to go about it.

Humidity and Temperature Control

Maintaining a stable environment is crucial for stamp
preservation. Keep your stamp collection in a room
with controlled humidity and temperature levels.
Ideally, the humidity should be between 40% and
60%, and the temperature should be around 68°F
(20°Q). Fluctuations in these conditions can cause
stamps to deteriorate quickly.

Extreme humidity can cause stamps to become
brittle, and excessive heat can lead to fading and
discoloration. On the other hand, overly dry
conditions can result in the stamps becoming brittle
and prone to cracking. A stable environment ensures
that your stamps remain in the best possible
condition. This will protect their value and historical
significance.
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PRESERVING YOUR STAMP COLLECTION (CONTINUED)

Inspection and Maintenance

To ensure the long-term health of your stamp
collection, perform regular inspections. Check for any
signs of discoloration, mold, or damage. If you notice
any issues, take immediate action to address them.
This includes replacing damaged storage materials or
seeking professional restoration services if necessary.

By routinely examining your collection, you can catch
potential issues early and prevent further
deterioration. Addressing any problems promptly can

o

often save a stamp from irreparable damage. It's a
practice that not only ensures the longevity of your
collection but also allows you to enjoy your stamps
with peace of mind.

If you take proper precautions for the safety of your
stamp collection now, you can enjoy carefree living
AND know that your stamp collection is safe.

o o~~~ o~~~ i~~~ o~~~ o~~~ i~~~ o~~~

ARE THERE ANY PHILATELIC POETS OUT THERE?!

The GPSCC website has copies of newsletters back
to 2021, and on request, | can send you copies of
any newsletter back to 2013. | don’t have
newsletters prior to 2013 with one exception and
that is from October 1910 to September 1911.

| found those old newsletters online in, of all
places, the website of the Royal Philatelic Society
of London. You can find a link to those old issues
at the bottom of this page on our website:
https://www.gpscc.org/past-newsletters.

What fascinates me was how many of those issues
contained poems written by club members, many
a play on the names of members. Here’s one
example from October 1910:

Leidy-bug! Leidy-bug!

Fly away, quick!

And get some more hinges,
The kind that will stick.
They stick both your friends
And their stamps at one lick.
Leidy-bug! Leidy-bug!

Fly away, quick!

Homer J. Leidy was club secretary, and he must
have sold or maybe even produced stamp hinges

based on a references to him elsewhere in the
newsletter.

The poets were often anonymous, particularly
when they poked fun at other members. Others
took credit for their work, like the well-known
Philadelphia collector Joseph A. Steinmetz.

Most of the poems were short, but some were
lengthy and reprinted from other publications. My
favorite is an ode to revenue stamps titled, “An
Old Collection” that appeared in the Philadelphia
Stamp Club Bulletin of July 1911. I'll reprint that in
an upcoming issue of The Philly Philatelist.

Do we have any stamp poets in our midst today?
I’m not a poet, and | know it!

Michael L. Wilson

Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow was
among the five poets
honored in 1940
(Scott 864). }
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CIVIL WAR "ADVERSITY COVER" CIRCA 1862
Michael L. Wilson

During the U.S. Civil War, the Union blockade
prevented many supplies from entering the
Confederacy. That included paper and envelopes.
Southerners still sent letters to one another, but they
had to be frugal and creative. They would use
whatever paper they had, including wallpaper. They
would actually fashion envelopes out of wallpaper.
Today, such envelopes are called "adversity covers."

Figure 1 shows one such cover that was mailed on
February 13, year unknown but 1862 or later, from
Desotoville, Alabama to Tompkinsville, Alabama, a
distance of some 13 miles. Both towns were located in
Choctaw County, which is in the southwestern part of
the state. Desotoville no longer exists, and
Tompkinsville is a neighborhood in Pennington,
Alabama (population 329 as of 2020).

Figure 2 shows the inside of Figure 1. It's a well
fashioned envelope.

The cover is franked with a vertical pair of §-cent
Confederate stamps depicting Jefferson Davis, the
president of the Confederacy. These stamps -
Confederate Scott 7 - were issued in July 1862. That
issue date places this cover in 1862 or later.

‘,))7 T e Lo\ oq il
v//k—r\

/_14»4( e dd
¢///|/4 /(a / ol

{

b

Figure 1

I don't have the contents of this letter, but they must
have been important. Confederate postage rates were
raised to 10-cents for all distances effective July 1,
1862, and this letter traveled all of 13 miles for that
cost.

I have no information on the sender. | do know the
letter was sent to the attention or "politeness" of a
Mr. Allen Hill and that the recipient was a Mrs. M. A.
Simmons. A search on Ancestry.com turned up one
possible match for Mrs. Simmons in Choctaw County
- one Martha A. Simmons - but without more
information, | cannot make a definitive connection.
The name Allen Hill also appears in the Alabama
census, but none that lived in Choctaw County.

I'll have to be satisfied with caring for a peculiar piece
of Civil War memorabilia.

Figure 2
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Alan Warren

The American Air Mail Society has a new editor of its
journal The Airpost Journal. Charles Epting, Vice
President of Siegel Auctions, has redesigned the
magazine into slightly larger size and made itinto a
bimonthly. The old journal was 5 ¥/2 by 8 ¥/2 inches,
whereas the new version measures 6 by 9 and allows
for better placement of illustrations.

In the first issue with the new format for June/July
2024, our editor Michael L. Wilson had a feature
article revisiting the July 1, 1924, launch of nighttime
airmail service in the United States. Major landing
fields across the country were equipped with beacon
towers and on that date simultaneous eastbound and
westbound flights took off. With intermediate stops
along the way, nighttime airmail was established,
ending the pioneer airmail period and introducing
new rates based on distance.

Mike had another article titled, “Celebrating so Years
of Airmail Service to Bermuda: A FDC from 1975 and
Maybe One from 1925?” in the July-August 2024 issue
of First Days, the journal of the American First Day
Cover Society.

And Kelleher’s Stamp Collector’s Quarterly for the
2"d Quarter 2024 ran Mike’s article, “National Air
Mail Week (NAMW): A Very Big Deal in 1938!” This
article was based on the presentation Mike made on
NAMW at the February 2024 GPSCC meeting.

Alan Warren

Vernon Morris

At the Milcopex show in Brookfield, Wisconsin in
June, Vern Morris won large gold, the American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors’ “Excellence in
Treatment” award, the APS pre-1900 medal of
excellence, and the show’s Grand Award with his
“Evolution of American Mail 1685 to 1799.” Alan
Warren took a large vermeil for “The U.S. 1926 John
Ericsson Issue: Production, First Day and Other
Uses.”

Vince Costello was named President of the
Pennsylvania Postal History Society.

Not a philatelic honor, but Ron Majors (pictured on
page 10) was recently honored with the
Chromatography Award of the American Chemical
Society. His industrial career focused on this field of
analytical chemistry. Ron was invited to present a
lecture at the American Chemical Society’s meeting
in Denver this month, so he will unfortunately not be
able to attend GASS in Hartford.

JULY-AUGUST 2024 — NO. 477

Te:
AIRPOST JOURNAL

VOLUME G5, NUMBER 6
JUNEIJULY 2024

Clockwise from
above: Cover
pages of The

Airpost Journal,
June/July 2024;
First Days, July-
August 2024; and
Kelleher’s Stamp
Collector’s
Quarterly, 2
Quarter 2024.
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PHILATELIC GATHERING

Several GPSCC members made presentations at the
July Philatelic Gathering’s meeting on unusual show-
and-tell items. Presenters included Bill Schultz,
Mike Wilson, Ron Majors, Lou Gotlib, and Alan
Warren.

Three speakers are scheduled for the Philatelic
Gathering on August 24 from 10:00 a.m. to noon:

+ Bill DeWitt on “An 1869 Stamp and My Great
Grandfather”;

* Bob Rufe and GPSCC member on “Early U.S.
Booklet Panes-From Basic to Frivolity”; and

» Tom Geiger on “My eBay Postal Experiment.”

The Philatelic Gathering meets at the Chester County
Historical Society located at 225 N. High Street, West
Chester, Pennsylvania. An optional lunch follows the
presentations.

The Philatelic Gathering is open to any collector.
Several members of the GPSCC are regular
attendees, so you’ll see some familiar faces if you
attend. You’ll also meet a number of collectors from
elsewhere in the area.

For more information on joining the Philatelic
Gathering, contact Kean

Spencer (keanwspenceri@gmail.com) or Dr. Charles
J. DiComo (charlesdicomo@gmail.com).

Ron Majors describes a cover
sent to William Still, an
important figure in the
Underground Railroad.

Bill Schultz speaks about
West Chester postal history.

Mike Wilson explains the
USPS E-COM experiment of
the 1980s.
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