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If you are interested in coming to a meeting, or
finding out more about Philadelphia Stamp & 
Collector’s Club, contact our secretary, Letty Moon.

Minutes From January’s Meeting 
The meeting started at 7:30 with 12 members present
and a guest who joined this evening, Joseph Gudonis.
(See Meet Our Newest Member article.)

Tonight’s program had to be postponed because the
bulb in the projector in the Community Room was
burnt out.  A Super Show & Tell followed later.

Secretary’s Report: We have 46 members,
with those who have renewed and our new member.
Three previous members have dropped out and five
others plan to renew shortly.  

Tonight we welcomed John Rush, who joined last
Nov. and attended for
the first time tonight.
We previously met
his wife, Carol, also
a new member.

We heard from
Rabbi S. Zusia
Levitt who sent us his greetings for 2017 from Balti-
more, and also from Jim O’Mara who sent an update
on his life in Florida.

Apparently Rich has been
very sick.  So no Message
He did inform Letty and wrote:
“I just got out of the hospital
for the flu, doing ok see you at
meeting.”

Richard

Future 2017 meeting dates
All Tuesdays - All start at 7:30 pm - All at the Giant

Mar. 21st,     Apr. 18th    May 23rd,   
Jun. 20th,    July 18th,    Aug. 22nd

The Ben Franklin 
One Cent Series Of 1902

I \_g[n to ]oll_]t this st[mp [s [ t__n[g_r in
1972 \_][us_ I thought it w[s [ m[gnifi]_nt
^_sign.  @n^ I w[s [ f[n of Fr[nklin.  Littl_
^i^ I know th[t I h[^ stum\l_^ onto on_ of
th_ most int_r_sting tim_s in post[l history.
Join m_ for [ look [t this _r[ of ]h[ng_
through this on_ st[mp.

By Tom Geiger



continued from pg 1Minutes From January’s Meeting 
Treasurer’s Report: The Club has $4,091.16 

New Business: We received a solicitation for a
donation from the National Postal Museum for their
Fund for Innovation and Excellence, which benefits
their education department.  A motion was made and
passed to make a donation of $100.

 A UN collection  is available to a  member.
Ed Weisberg was given a set of mint - never hinged
UN stamps in a Binders and UN First Day Covers val-
ued at $1000-$1500.  He said that he was willing to
sell this to a Club member for $200 which would be
donated to the Club.  If no one makes an offer, he will
send the material to be auctioned.  Contact Ed so that
you can inspect the material if interested.

The 50-50 was won by John Rush, who donated
his winnings to the Club.  The Club made $19. 

Show & Tell:
Tom Geiger showed us his George Washington Bicen-
tennial collection.  He recently pulled out his collec-
tion of all the 1932 celebration covers, which he put in
a binder, in addition to finding his exhibit from 1974,
which he also put in a binder.  Both were passed around.

John and Carol Rush brought in a recently acquired
leather-bound album and slip case of Tunisian FDCs
and stamps from 2000-2005.

Vince Costello showed us V mail (Victory mail) that
was used during WW II.  One page letter sheets were
used to send mail to overseas service men.  The V mail
was microfilmed in the US and shipped overseas.
When it reached a station, it was “blown up” and
printed to only one quarter the original size before
being delivered to the intended servicemen.  This
saved vast amounts of weight and space that was
needed for cargo or supplies on ships during the war.

Letty Moon showed a postal card and a letter with
cover, both from 1960, which were sent in by our
member, John Frekot. Both are addressed to Eman-
ual “Snake” King, an exotic animal dealer in Texas.
The letters writers were seeking to purchase a Chinese
Dragon lizard, a mouse opossum, doves, marmosets
and other animals.

Joe Gudonis talked about envelopes he had received
over the Holidays with cancels on the back of the en-
velopes instead of the front.  Discussions concluded
that it was easy to miss any of the four steps done by
machine in canceling letters, and the huge quantity
which is done the USPS each day.

Steve Washburne brought in five Portuguese covers
from 1928-52 which were fan mail to the following
movie stars in Hollywood: Janet Gaynor, Paulette
Goddard, Carmen Miranda, George Sanders and Rock
Hudson.

Phil  Russell showed a letter written between Thurs-
day evening, Feb. 28th, 1839, at 9:00 PM and early
Friday morning, Mar. 1st, on the steamboat Neptune.
The Neptune  left Charleston, S. C., on Tuesday morn-
ing, Feb. 26th, and arrived at Baltimore on Friday
morning.  The letter was addressed to Gen(era)l Eu-
stis, in Pocotaligo. S. C.  The cover has a circular
NORFOLK / MAR / 5 / Vª postmark, sl STEAM and
manuscript 25ct.  The evidence (provided by James
Baird) indicates that the Neptune was the property of
and only ship operating for the Southern Steam Packet
Company.  This may have been the last trip of the
Neptune for the SSPC before being acquired for the
New Orleans-Galveston trade.  The question can be
asked as to why there is a Norfolk cds on what appears
to be a Baltimore ship letter.

Roger Coleman brought in several things from the
Gold Coast: a cover with a single stamp with a beauti-
ful socked-on-nose Christianborg Castle cancel; a
postcard with an unusually sharp strike of a negative
seal cancel from Addah; Scott 96a bisect on cover;
cover with “NOT KNOWN” auxiliary marking.  From
Malta, he showed us: a cover with stamps of Great
Britain, cancelled “M”; a cover with stamps of Great
Britain, cancelled A25”, also with accountancy mark-
ing P.D. 2 ¾.  These were chosen to illustrate covers
and cancels from Gold Coast and Malta.
Roger also brought in a 1966 Philadelphia Inquirer
full page article with large illustrations of all the
stamps issued pictures of the local historic scenes and
personages.  The title was “Delaware Valley Area Is
First in Historic Commemorative Stamps”.

Respectfully submitted by Letty Moon



Meet Our Newest MembersWe Have An Author In Our Club 

JJoosseepphh  GGuuddoonniiss

Joe Gudonis is a member of the Burholme Stamp
Club, which is how he met Ed
Weisberg and found out about
our club.  He collects ships on
stamps and ship cancels.  He is
also a member of the Mer-
chantville Stamp Club and
buys some of his stamps at
their monthly bourses.  He says
he buys any stamp with ships
on them that he doesn’t already
have, especially if it is colorful.

When he was growing up in north Phila, his father in-
troduced him to stamp collecting and would take him
along to stamps stores.  While his father was looking
for Lithuanian and prisoner of war mail, Joe was start-
ing to collect German inflation stamps.  As time went
on, his interest in stamps lessened and he got into ham
radios, but he has been back into working on his
stamps for a while now. 

Joe has other hobbies, like collecting souvenir pins
and miniature tools.  He has also been building model
ships and radio controlled model boats for years.  One
of the most interesting things about Joe is that his
model ship building led him to become a crew mem-
ber on the sailing ship, the Gazela.

When he was down at Penn’s Landing, he saw the
Gazela and learned that you could help work on the
ship, take classes and then sail with the ship as a crew
member.  The Gazela is paid to appear at festivals in
port cities up and down the East Coast.  The ship is
also used occasionally for historic films, one of which
had a scene filmed at Fort Mifflin, just south of Phila.
Joe actually appeared as a working sailor in the back-
ground of one of these scenes for a Civil War era film.

Joe is retired from working for Temple University’s
Medical College as a videographer in audiovisual film
operations.  Video was used a lot to teach the medical
students when he was working there.

Joe lives in Phila. and is married, with a son and daughter.

Bill Schultz has just completed
a 520-page publication on the
“Chester County Pennsylvania
Post Offices.”

He spent 40 years accumulating,
researching, and preparing this tome. The illustrations
include old views of post offices and many examples
of covers with postmarks. There are 260 post offices
included in his treatise, many of which are no longer
in operation. Each office has data on postmasters,
opening and closing dates, and other details as uncov-
ered in his many, many hours of researching this topic.

Bill prepared the work in electronic
form and has printed out hard
copies for a few institutions such as
the Chester County Historical 
Society and the American Philatelic
Research Library. This lifelong
labor of love has finally come to fruition. It is a monu-
mental effort and a landmark in local postal history.

To the generous members who made extra donations
to the Club when renewing their memberships for
2017!  Members who donated were:

Robert Damerjian
Michael Epstein

Alan Faden
John Frekot

Charles Fricke
Alan Paston
Bill Schultz
Mel Walts



Humor from Mr. Ed

More Humor

Up Coming Shows & Times
March 4 Westfield Stamp Show, 425 E. Broad 

St., Westfield, N.J.
March 18-19 SPRINGPEX, Springfield Stamp Club,

Robert E. Lee High School, 
6540 Franconia Rd., Springfield, Va.

April 13-15 ASDA Stamp Show, Hilton Hotel, 
1335 Avenue of the Americas, 
New York, N.Y.

April 22 DELPEX show,
Nur Shrine Center Temple, 
198 S. DuPont Highway, New Castle, Del.

June 9-11 NAPEX, Hilton at Tysons Corner, 
7920 Jones Branch Drive, McLean, Va.

June 25-30 APS Summer Seminar, Bellefonte, Pa.
July 17-21 APS Volunteer Work Week, Bellefonte, Pa.
August 3-6 APS StampShow, Richmond, Va
Sept. 1-3 BALPEX, Hunt Valley Inn, 

Hunt Valley, Md.
Sept. 8-10 NOJEX, 

Best Western Robert Treat Hotel, 
50 Park Place, Newark, N.J.

Oct. 27-28 UNEXPO, United Nations Exhibition, 
APS Headquarters, Bellefonte, Pa.

FFREEREE OOFFERFFER... F... FREEREE OOFFERFFER... F... FREEREE OOFFERFFER... ... 
Twelve issues of American Philatelist, 2015

Email: lettymoon@comcast.net.

FOR SALE - $200.00 FOR SALE - $200.00 
UN Collection. Est Value $1500.- $2000.

Money goes to Club
If interested or for more info, Contact Ed Weisberg

Mark Schwartz won a gold and the sin-
gle frame grand award at the Sarasota Na-
tional Stamp Exhibition for his “The
Special Arrangement between Liverpool
and the U.S. 1843-1848.” Steve Wash-

burne also earned a gold at the same show with his
“Portuguese Postal Cards 1878-1910.”

Mark Schwartz was an apprentice judge at Southeast
Stamp Expo in Atlanta, Georgia in January. His ex-
hibit of “Boston Postal History” was in the Court of
Honor.

Awards & Recognition

A blonde guy goes to the post office to buy stamps for his Christmas cards.  He says to
the clerk, “May I have 50 Christmas stamps?” The clerk says, “What denomination?”
The blonde guy says, “God help us.  Has it come to this?  Give me 22 Catholic, 12
Presbyterian, 10 Lutheran and 6 Baptists.”



Philadelphia area collector Irving Weinberg died November 16, 2016 at age 88. He was a longtime
member of The Philadelphia Stamp Club à Collectors Club of Philadelphia à Greater Philadel-
phia Stamp and Collectors Club. Irv chaired the American Philatelic Society’s News Information
Bureau in the 1970s, sending out news and publicity releases.

He collected Lincoln stamps and postal history and was a former judge for the APS and the Ameri-
can Topical Association. For over 40 years he served the SEPAD/PNSE
organization in a variety of offices including secretary, vice president, 
director, member of the publicity committee, member of the banquet and
hospitality committee, and chairman of the jury selection committee.

Irv was assistant secretary, a director, and member of the public relations
committee for INTERPHIL 76, the international exhibition held in
Philadelphia. In 1985 he received the SEPAD Local Merit award, and in
2006 the PNSE President’s award.

Irv served in the United States Air Force near the end of WW II with assignments in Saipan,
Guam, Tinian, and the Philippines as a member of the ground crew. (Tinian Island was the depar-
ture point for the bombers that carried the atomic bombs “Little Boy” and “Fat Man” against  
Hiroshima and Nagasaki).

Irv once told me the following: “After Tinian I went to the Philippines to help set up a bomber
base about 20 miles north of Manila. The war was over and I ended up with my own jeep and a
truck. At the ancient age of 20 I was in charge of a dozen men to work on the propellers of all the
B29 bombers. My guys also handled the supplied parts for the Navy and other U.S. Air Force
bases. It was here that I was able to shake hands with Eisenhower when he arrived to inspect the
new Air Force field.”

by Alan Warren

Gone, But Not Forgotten...

Memories of Irv Weinberg 
Another Irv Weinberg anecdote is his being confused with the high-end dealer Irwin Weinberg of
Wilkes-Barre, who brokered the 1c British Guiana, among other rare stamp. Irv related how a five
or six figure item addressed to Irwin was dropped on his doorstep without requiring a signature.

Another is how pleased he was that the Arabic numbers on the Turkish overprinted post WWI
stamps spelled IRVV. 

from Steve Washburne

Irving Weinberg



A Learning Experience AN Authorized Reprint from 
The Mekeel’s Reference Manual


