


The Isabella 1855 to 1859 “Issues” According to Scott

Same Design Used in Cuba, Puerto Rico, Philippines

2 cuartos
4 cuartos

1 Real = 8.5 cuartos
2 Reales = 17 cuartos



The Same Issue with Different Paper Types



Why Use Watermarked 
Paper?



April 1st, 1855, Issue with Loops Watermark
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April 1st, 1855, Issue with Loops Watermark



April 1st, 1855, Issue with Loops Watermark



April 1st, 1855, Issue with Loops Watermark



Two Different 
Engravings



Challenges with the  Watermarked Paper



The Displaced Watermark Variety



January 1st, 1856, Issue with Cross-lines Watermark



January 1st, 1856, Issue with Cross-lines Watermark



January 1st, 1856, Issue with Cross-lines Watermark



January 1st, 1856, Issue with Cross-lines Watermark

1 Real = 17 Cuartos
17x10x4=680 Cuartos

680/17=40 Reales



January 1st, 1856, Issue with Cross-lines Watermark



January 1st, 1856, Issue with Cross-lines Watermark



January 1st, 1856, Issue with Cross-lines Watermark



April 11th, 1856, Issue. Smooth Unwatermarked Paper



April 11th, 1856, Issue. Smooth Unwatermarked Paper
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April 11th, 1856, Issue. Smooth Unwatermarked Paper



The Two Types of the 4 Cuartos Stamp



The 
“Lone Ranger”



A New Type Appears in 1859 – Type Three



Types Two and Three Compared



The Third Type of the 4 Cuartos Stamp, 1859



One Last Chapter in 1859



A Type Four Block



And a Type Five!



The full Sheet of 100 + 100



The Five Types of the 4c Unwatermarked
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1859, Unissued Value. White Unwatermarked Paper



The New Types of 1859



Bar Cancels are Specimens or Remainders



Bar Cancels are Specimens or Remainders



A Block of Remainders



Postal Use – 2 Cuartos



Postal Use – 4 Cuartos



Postal Use – 4 Cuartos



Postal Use – 4 Cuartos



Potal Use – 4 Cuartos



Potal Use – 4 Cuartos



Potal Use – 4 Cuartos



Postal Use – 1 Real



Postal Use - 2 Reales



Postal Use - 2 Reales



Postal Use - 2 Reales



Some Examples of Postal Counterfeits



Some Examples of Postal Counterfeits



Some Examples of Postal Counterfeits



In Summary…

April 
1855
Loops

January 
1856
Cross 
Lines

April 1856 No Watermark

1859



Thank You!Thank You!

Jaume Balsells 
GPSCC


