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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Paul F. Miller

This month’s message will be brief but will contain
important information.

Each year, in this part of the country, many of us
struggle with the cold weather. The cold weather
keeps us indoors more; the cold weather may affect
our health; the cold weather may also affect our
desire to spend quality time with our stamp
collections. We sometimes refer to this as the “winter
blahs” or “winter blues.”

Well, I have an excellent suggestion on how to kick
the winter blues to the curb. Attend a GPSCC
meeting! Get out of the house and into a different
environment, even if it is for a short bit of time. Meet
friends and see friendly faces from club members
who have many of the same interests as you. GPSCC
meetings are informal and fun. You can participate as
little or as much as you like.

Each month, the GPSCC meeting hosts wonderful
speakers from inside and outside the club. These
speakers present stamp collection topics on a wide
variety of themes. You will be amazed with how much
knowledge there is within the group, just waiting to be
poured out for everyone to share and enjoy.

Here is the important part, since | am pointing out
speakers and their presentations. This month, March
2025, GPSCC welcomes Scott English, the Executive
Director of the American Philatelic Society (APS).
Scott is our special guest speaker who will give us his
thoughts on the future of the stamp collecting hobby.

Scott has been the executive director of the APS for
almost ten years. He has crossed paths with and met
many, many great members of the APS. He has done
great things for the hobby and the APS during his
tenure.

(Continued on next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

In case you did not know, Scott announced on
November 1, 2024, that he would soon be stepping
down as executive director. He will still maintain his
role with the APS for a bit longer in 2025, but this isa
prime opportunity to meet Scott up close and
personal before he moves on to other exciting
ventures in his life.

Please make plans to attend this month’s GPSCC
meeting. Shake off the winter blues and enjoy a night
out with Scott English and the GPSCC!

Scott,
English, APS
Executive
Director

GPSCC PROGRAMS FOR 2025

This is the line-up of meeting speakers for the remainder of 2025. There is one open date: October 21. If you
would like to present something at that meeting or one in 2026, please email Mike Wilson at

vpprograms@gpscc.org.

April 15:
and Fertilizer Taxes
May 20: Yamil Kouri - BOSTON 2026 (via zoom)
June 17:
August 19:
Sept. 16: Phil Russell - Colonial Covers
Oct. 21: TBD
Nov. 18: Anne Gibby — Great Uncle Len

Ron Lesher - Pure Adulteration? Oleomargarine, Process Butter, Mixed Flour, Filled Cheese,

Thom Almerini - Modern History of Indonesia and Its Philatelic History
Mac Sarreal - Philatelic Potpourri: Making Stamp Club Meetings More Engaging

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE GPSCC WEBSITE RECENTLY?

A little more than a year ago, the Greater
Philadelphia Stamp & Collectors Club website was
unveiled. Have you visited the site lately at
https://www.gpscc.org/?

The site has two main purposes. First, it gives the
club an internet presence that attracts potential
members. Indeed, many of our recent members have
learned about the club from our website.

Second, the site is meant to be a resource for
collectors of all levels. You will find current and past

issues of The Philly Philatelist, presentations from
past meetings (like Alan Warren’s slides from the
February 2025 meeting) and links to 20 philatelic
websites such as the American Philatelic Society, the
American Air Mail Society, and the Internal Society
of Worldwide Collectors that Thom Almerini
introduced us to in February.

If there is anything you would like to see added to
the website, drop Mike Wilson a note at
newsletter@gpscc.org.
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OFFICERS UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS
President 2025: Apr. 15— May 20 — June 17 — Aug. 19 — Sep. 16 — Oct. 21 — Nov. 18 -
Paul Miller Dec. 16 (Holiday Dinner)

president@gpscc.org

VP & Programs
Michael L. Wilson
vpprograms@gpscc.org

Treasurer
Bruce Marsden
treasurer@gpscc.org

Secretary
Robert Cohen
secretary@gpscc.org

Newsletter
Michael L. Wilson
newsletter@gpscc.org

Shows & Events
Alan Warren
showsevents@gpscc.org

CLUB MAILING
ADDRESS

Greater Philadelphia Stamp &
Collectors Club
661 High Pointe Circle
Langhorne, PA 19047

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 14-16 — Garfield Perry March Party, Best Western Plus, 15471
Royalton Rd., Strongsville, OH.

March 15 - Philatelic Gathering, 10:00 a.m.-noon, Chester County
Historical Society, 225 N. High Street, West Chester, PA.

March 29 — DELPEX, Nur Shrine Center, 198 South DuPont highway (US
13 & 40), New Castle, DE.

April 5-6 — SPRINGPEX 2025, John R. Lewis High School, 6540 Franconia
Rd., Springfield, VA.

April 18-20 - Philatelic Show, Boxboro Regency Hotel & Conference
Center, 242 Adams Place, Boxborough, MA.

June 6-8 — NAPEX, McLean Hilton at Tyson’s Corner, 7920 Jones Branch
Dr., McLean, VA.

June 21-22 - SCOPEX, American Philatelic Center, Bellefonte, PA.
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WEB SITE

Www.gpscc.org

FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM

@gPscc19090

HAVE SOMETHING
PHILATELIC YOU WANT
TO SHARE?

The Philly Philatelistis always
interested in publishing articles by
our members or other collectors.

Articles of any length are welcome.

An article that is 750 words long
with two or three images will fill

two pages. Just email the text in a
Word file and the images as
separate files to Mike Wilson at
newsletter@gpscc.org.

Thanks!
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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 18, 2025, GPSCC MEETING

President Paul Miller called the meeting to order
at 7:00 p.m.

Paul was unable to attend the January meeting,
but he heard that the all show-and-tell meeting
was a great success. He said he would share some
treasures from Canada later in the meeting.

Secretary Robert Cohen informed the group that
as of this date, we have a total of 54 members.
That is after two reinstatements and a few non-
renewals. We have three new members: William
Chandlee, William Ristey, and Bill Kershner. That
might change very quickly as we have two guests
tonight: Joel Grubman and Rick Anderson. Both
have been collectors for some time and seem
interested in joining. Membership for new
members is free for one year.

Treasurer Bruce Marsden, indicated that after
accounting for dues and some expenses we have
a total of $5,900 in the club’s bank account.

Tonight’s speaker was distinguished philatelist,
Alan Warren. Alan has been a philatelic chief
judge and has received numerous honors. He
spoke about the U.S. 1933 Byrd Antarctic Stamp
including its production and first day of issue and
other uses. Alan had been accumulating this
collection for at least 20 years. We learned that
President Franklin D. Roosevelt made sketches for
the stamp and Victor McCloskey designed the
stamp. Admiral Byrd was actually related to Harry
Byrd who was a United States Senator. We saw
examples of this stamp on plate blocks, first day
covers, registered mail, different cachets, letters,
brochures, etc. This was a thoroughly complete
and enjoyable presentation.

Dean Fowler brought in a collection from a member
of the Rockledge Model Railroad Club who recently
passed away. There were stamps and covers from
the United States, France, Italy, and Paraguay.

Thomas Almerini was recently selected as the
Executive Director of the International Society of

Worldwide Stamp Collectors (ISWSC). There are
approximately 300 members of the society and
online membership is $15. He stated that the
ISWSC’s newsletter has articles, program updates,
free ads for members and other information. If you
are interested in joining, the website is
https://iswsc.org.

Our guest, Joel Grubman has a collection of U.S.
mint stamps and plate blocks. He received a lot of
his stamps from relatives who worked at the post
office. He was a member of the Burholme Stamp

Club.

Our other guest, Rick Anderson, received his merit
badge in stamp collecting as a Boy Scout. He
received the stamp collecting gene from his mother
and stayed with collecting until he was 16. Five years
ago, he obtained a free truckload of philatelic
materials, which renewed his interest in the hobby.
He also collects fossils.

Before ending the meeting Paul Miller display his
collection of stamps from Canada. All of the stamps,
and several first days covers, represented Canada’s
variety of Christmas holiday stamps. The collection
included several mint examples of the world’s first
Christmas stamps issued in 1898, all the way up to
modern day selections. The first Christmas stamps
tied in with a January 2025 article that Paul wrote for
The Philly Philatelist.

Respectfully submitted by Robert Cohen

The U.S. 1933 Byrd Antarctic Issue
Production, First Day and Other Uses

TrT Ty TrITTY ™Y

Title page of Alan Warren’s presentation.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Michael L. Wilson

There are hundreds ofposta”y “dead Countries”’ It’s no Surprise what’s driving this: the dlgltlzatlon of

i.e., entities that used to exist and issue postage communications.

stamps but have since vanished. These include

Hawaii, which was an internationally recognized What does it mean for stamp collectors? Well, it

kingdom until it was annexed by the United Statesin  certainly doesn’t bode well for collectors of new

1898, and the Confederate States of America. issues! On the other hand, hundreds of thousands
of stamps have been issued since 1840, so there is

A possible addition to this list is Iceland, which no shortage of stuff to collect.

announced in 2020 that it would cease issuing new
postage stamps as a cost saving measure. The postal
authority stated that it had plenty of stamps in stock
to meet customer demand and that if more were
needed, it could reprint older stamps. Iceland did,
however, issue a new stamp in 2023 to celebrate the
150th anniversary of its first postage stamp.

Kingdom of Hawaii
Stamp from 1861.
Source: National
Postal Museum.
Another country rumored to be contemplating no
longer issuing stamps is Finland. Reportedly, the
Finnish post office is no longer supporting philatelic
organizations, but the issuance of new stamps has
not ceased.

f

Be like a postage stamp. Stick to
one thing until you get there.

~ Josh Billings

() A-Z Quotes
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THE BLACK BLOT PROGRAM — AN AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY INITIATIVE

Paul F. Miller

Some collectors may remember the American
Philatelic Society’s (APS) “Black Blot” program. It
began in the 1960s and continued into the early

1990s.

The APS’s Black Blot program was a “Seal of
Disapproval” given to new issues from various
countries, which the APS deemed exploitive of
collectors. The APS established certain criteria for its
program. Issues that had no postal necessity, had
excessive numbers of individual stamps and high
values relative to the postal needs of the issuing
country, as well as issues that included intentional
errors or imperfs were given the Black Blot.

The APS’s actions were well-intentioned. The goal
was to warn collectors from collecting these postage
stamps. The Scott Catalogue, first published in 1868,
and recognized as a stamp collecting resource
around the world, followed the lead of the APS and
initially refused to list certain stamps that had
received the APS Black Blot designation. So, unless
you knew about some of these stamps through the
APS, you probably would not find them in the Scott
Catalogue.

How did this start? Well, some newly independent
countries in the late 1960s and 1970s realized that
stamp collectors loved to collect stamps! These
countries determined that issuing stamps was an
excellent source of revenue — even if there was little
use for them as actual postage stamps. Many of these
stamps, when produced, were immediately sent to
other countries for sale on the broader markets.
There was little risk or need for the stamps to actually
be used for postage in the original issuing country.

Historically, a country would issue stamps to
commemorate an event or honor a national figure.
But these “rogue” new countries created stamps that
appealed to popular collecting themes, such as
Disney figures, airplanes or space, and famous
people in the world. Instead of releasing a single
stamp, they would create a set, with values ranging

from a penny to many dollars. The APS was outraged
at how it felt stamp collectors were being taken
advantage of. So, the APS created the Black Blot
program to warn collectors that these stamps might
not, or should not, be viewed as collectibles.

The APS targeted some countries that had high
illiteracy rates and marginal postal services. Indeed,
some of these countries produced 100 or more
different stamps each year — solely to generate
revenue from collectors rather than for real postal
needs.

The APS had a committee of volunteers who
evaluated the tens of thousands of the world’s annual
production of stamps and applied their criteria to
determine which stamps got Black Blotted. The list of
blotted stamps was published monthly in The
American Philatelist, the journal of the APS. By the
late 1980s the monthly list was long.

Collector reaction to the APS Black Blot was mixed.
Some collectors saw the Black Blot as an attempt by
APS to dictate what people should collect. Many felt
that a stamp was a stamp, and it was up to each
collector to decide what to put in his or her
collection. Although this is true, the APS reasoned
that most collectors lacked the information to
determine whether a new issue was valid or just a rip-
off.

So, the intention of the Black Blot program was a
legitimate attempt to influence collector demand and
help to curb exploitive issues. But the Black Blot was
losing the battle to the ever-growing numbers of
stamp issues and the desire by collectors to collect.
Additionally, in the boom times of the 1960s and
1970s there was so much collector money around
that postal agencies worldwide fought to capture as
much money from collectors as they could.

(Continued on next page)
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THE BLACK BLOT PROGRAM — AN AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY INITIATIVE
(CONTINUED)

Early in the program, when Black Blot committee Itis a good thing that the APS did away with the Black
members sanctioned the excessive or unnecessary Blot back in the 1990s. Using their strict criteria today
stamp issues of the 1970s, some collectors applauded ~ would result in nearly all U.S. postal issues landing on
the efforts. However, by the 1990s, many issues of the Black Blot list.

previously legitimate postal agencies met (and

exceeded) the Black Blot criteria of excessive new The bottom line is, collect what you want in the way
issues. When that started to occur, the program’s that you want. Enjoy stamp collecting because it is a
initiatives came under fire. hobby.

The Black Blot was pretty much closed down when it
appeared that it would have to start sanctioning the
stamps of the United States as being exploitive of
philatelists under traditional guidelines.

For example, in 1953, the United States issued 12
commemoratives stamps - no definitives, airmails or
postal cards. The total postage value of the stamps
issued that year was $0.36. By contrast, in 2014, the
United States Postal Service issued 106 stamps with
a face value of over $85.00!
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Alan Warren

Bill Schultz presented five of Lancaster County on
sessions on “The Joys of YouTube.

Philately and Postal History”
to a group of seniors during
February and early March.

The series was sp'on'sored by ; « Frrell  growoth dhould P2
Widener University in : ;
conjunction with the Osher birth and cease only at death.

Lifelong Learning Institute P —~Tlbert “Cindtein

(OLLI).

You can view a 2022
presentation Bill made on this
topic to the Philatelic Society
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THE TROUBLED TRAVELS OF MAIL IN THE PRE-ZIP CODE ERA

Jaume Balsells

| just finished watching the first season of the
Western drama series “1923” where (spoiler alert)
one of the main characters, Spencer Dutton, decides
to leave Africa and return to Montana to defend his
family’s land. A trip that today would have taken a
day, eventually lasts the remaining five episodes of
the season amongst elephant and lion attacks, a
tugboat capsizing, a rescue at sea, a deadly duel and
being abandoned in a Mediterranean port. He’s
barely made it halfway through his journey after six
episodes. What an exaggeration, | thought! And then
| remembered a particular postcard from my
collection.

We are in April 1941 and Hitler’s Germany is
launching their invasion of Yugoslavia and Greece.
The battle of the Atlantic is in full swing between Nazi
U-boats and the British Navy protecting its merchant
convoys. Preparations for the invasion of the Soviet
Union are also underway. While most of the world is
in turmoil, a librarian in Madrid, the capital of Spain,
sends a postcard to the University of New Mexico, in
Albuguerque, telling them that the books they
inquired about were no longer available. The card
was mailed in Madrid on April 9, 1941, at the
international postcard rate of 20 centimos. The
stamp was canceled with a CORREO CENTRAL
MADRID date stamp (arrow 1).

Postal clerks in Madrid failed to recognize the initials
“U.S.A.” and likely focused on the destination city of
Albuquerque, which they confused with the much
closer town of Alburquerque, in southwest Spain. We
know the postcard visited that Spanish town on April
12, thanks to a transit postmark on the reverse of the
card (arrow 2). Postal clerks in that city realized the
mistake as there was no university there.

(Continued on next page)
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THE TROUBLED TRAVELS OF MAIL IN THE PRE-ZIP CODE ERA (CONTINUED)

Alas, the University of New Mexico must have been in
the country of Mexico, as they so indicated in writing
at the bottom of the card (arrow 3). Did this postcard
really travel to Mexico? Indeed, it did, after a month-
long trip across the Atlantic. The transit postmark of
Mexico City (“Mexico DF”) can be seen on the reverse
(arrow 4), stamped on May 22, 1941. The red crayon
must have belonged to Mexican postal clerks, who
crossed the word Mexico (arrow §), and boldly wrote
the initials “E.U.A.” (arrow 6) for “Estados Unidos de
America,” or U.S.A.

Could we finally be on the right track? Actually, postal
clerks in the United States proved to be just as easily
confused as those in Spain and focused on the
sender’s details at the top left of the card which, in its
third erroneous stop, visited the mining town of

Madrid, New Mexico, just 50 miles outside of
Albuquerque. Postal marks of Madrid (arrows 7 and
8), nowadays an almost ghost town, testify to the
transit on May 26, 1941. Just a day later, on May 27, the
University of New Mexico acknowledged receipt of the
card (arrow 9), completing the unlikely journey of this
humble but unique piece of mail.

This postcard shows us the world was chaotic and
inefficient back then. But eventually things were made
right, and mail was delivered to the correct
destination. Just like this postcard, it may take
Spencer Dutton another entire season, but | am
confident he will eventually make it to Bozeman to
save his family’s land.
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PHILATELIC GATHERING, FEBRUARY 15, 2025

Two speakers offered informative presentations at
the first Gathering for 2025.

Richard “Dick” Colberg talked about “Miss Vickie by
the Numbers, Great Britain Surface-Printed Issues,
1840-1883.” “Miss Vickie” was none other than Queen
Victoria. He described the first 43 years of Great
Britain stamp issues beginning with the Penny Black.
He passed around a reconstructed sheet of the Penny
Red.

Dick went on to discuss the plates used in printing
the stamps. They were sometimes identified within
the stamp’s design (1 for plate one, 2 for plate two,

etc.). In some cases, stamps were printed on two
different watermarked papers and in different
shades. These numbers were different from those in
the sheet margins.

Ron Majors took us on a tour of the “1860 Royal Visit
of the Prince of Wales to Canada and U.S.” The top
royalty deferred and so the trip was led by Albert
Edward, the 18-year-old Prince of Wales. The tour
lasted four months but covered much of eastern
Canada and the northeastern United States. He
showed examples of cacheted covers, invitations to
events, etc.

Richard “Dick” Colberg

PHILATELIC GATHERING MARCH 15

Two GPSSC members will present at the March
meeting: Michael Wilson on “USS Los Angeles
Flights to Bermuda: A Bermudian First Day Cover
From 1925?” and Bill Schultz on “Rattlesnake
Island Postal System.”

The Philatelic Gathering meets at the Chester
County History Center, 225 N. High Street, West

Ron Majors

Chester, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. There is free on
street parking and free coffee and donuts. After the
meeting, whoever wants to join the group for a
Dutch treat luncheon at a nearby restaurant in West
Chester is welcome. Contact Kean Spencer
(keanwspenceri@gmail.com) if you would like to
attend. There is no cost, but donations to the CCHC
are appreciated.
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