“Golden Age of Flight” &

A Postal Thief!
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The Cast of Characters

PM Peter Piasecki (right)

Asst. PM 1939 high osine with plane
Herman Pietsch school picture PoSITS P .
(aka “Uncle of Willard carrymg first c.ontract air
Herman”) as a Roberts mail from Milwaukee,
corporal during 6/7/1926
the Spanish-

American War

*Willard’s older sister, Milo, is named on some covers but most are addressed to Willard.



Collection Spans 1915 to 1944
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: Mr, Willard E. Roberts
fuwﬁmaawsamsw 4125 S, Austin Street,

Milwaukee, (7), Wisconsin,

8/16/1944 postmarked cover w/ 1944
APS convention cachet from
Milwaukee

Post card flown on experimental airmail
flight staged in Milwaukee 9/14/1915.
Picture on back: Federal Building where
Uncle Herman & PM Piasceki worked



Glamor of Flight Is Captured...
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Cover from Graf
Zeppelin's round-the-
world flight August
1929 signed by both
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- \\\ N
[ 't/ % 8
I/ ~A 'l P ey NG ) - ™ :
‘ /’{ \ |
K7 ,_"«‘la-'," V4 |

" a8 ‘,m‘i ) o
";;; / Germany 7 VY A7 &Y E
U(.\ 28 2 V V7 S,

pIAS = -
A & & 4

Post card carried by Graf Zeppelin on last leg of

"By Werman Airship L. Z. 127 from Lakehurst to Lakehurst"

its Europe-Pan America flight June 1930
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Mr, Willard Roberts,

1850 - 19th Street,

Uncle Herman & PM
Piasecki |

(Dispateh by ordinary
means if flight by
Zeppelin is not made)

Milvwaukee, Wisconsin,
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...As Is the Tragedy
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BOEING AIR TRANSPORT, INC. .
SEATTLE, U.S. A, R e /RALE i

-
" ' 4 1931 <N
Pelayed by plans cram i Snn

Postmaster Peter
F. Pia
Milwaukee, Wisc. SGCKi/
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A Boeing 40B-4 crashed into a mountain
on 1/22/1931, killing the pilot. The
wreck was found a week later



Collection Has 15t CAM Flights from Wisconsin....
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from FOND DU LAC WL S\
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“Greetings” enclosure in
CAM #9 extension flight
cover signed by Tom
Watson, a Fond du Lac
letter carrier



...From Elsewhere in the U.S. ...
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UPPER FALLS OF THE YELLOWSTONE
RIVER, YELLOWSTON RK.
The Upper Fall 14 \
wild, roaring,” tumbling
From the Chittender

AIR MAIL W 4
Aug.],

CAM #26 Great Falls MT-Salt Lake
City, 8/1/1928

Mr, Willard Roberts,

- 1850 -~ 19th Street,
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FROM MILWAUKEE, WIs.
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CAM #16 Cincinnati-Cleveland, 8/1/1928



...And From FAM Routes and Canada & Mexico

Pirst Flight F.AM. 5. 3
Cristobal, Canal Zone to Miami, FL CUYS
4

o fE8 10 '7
5 M "

1529 «,
dar 7“\\

\- AL

- AMRMAIL
FJR%!IL) ‘“W

_,z

 VIA AIR MAIL

VIA AIR MAIL

Mr. Willard Roberts,
: Mr. Willard Roberts,
1850 - 19th St.,,
1850 - 19th Street,

g Milwaukee, “Wiss
INTERNATONAL FAM.5 B
MIAMI © canaL ZON|

Milweu kee, Wis,

FAM #5 Miami-Cristobal, Canal Zone (Panama), 2/4/1929 (left) & FAM #5 Cristobal-Miami, 2/10/1929 (right).
Charles Lindbergh piloted a Sikorsky S-38 flying boat on both legs.

First. Flight
Mexico City Nuevo Laredo _

A AIR MAIL

William Roberts,

Mr. Willard Roberts,

GURREOAERED. A 1850 - 19th St.,

1850 - 19th St

WINRIPEG w9 CALGARY

Milwaukee, Wis.

FFC Winnipeg, Manitoba-Calgary, FFC Mexico City-Nuevo Laredo, Mexico,
Alberta, 12/10,/1928 10/1-2/1928



Plenty of Souvenir Mail from Milwaukee...

Souvenir Envelope

Inauguratmg 5¢ Air Mail

9=
VIA AIR MAIL
FROM MILWAUKEE

Mr., Willard Roberts,

1850 - 19th Street,

8/1/1928 cover
celebrating advent of 5-
cent airmail rate & 1% ever
(and only!) pick-up of
mail at a post office by a
plane (Fairchild FC-2
w/folding wings). Events

@ :.

Fekdine Wine Monopisne. ' The First Alr Mail Flane Milwaukee, Wis. reportgd by Milwaukee
ever making direct pick-up from a Post ce Leader lncluded 3 parade
USE AIR MAIL & giant talking mailbox.

" PAR AVION

AIR MAIL

~LONDON TO CONTINENT

If-addressed to Points in-Europe
outside of Great Britain and Irish
Free State.
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1st INTERNATIONAL SOUVENIR AIR MAIL POST CARD

(THIS SPACE FOR ADDRESS)

Captain Koehl, Baron Von Huenefeld, Major Fitzmaurice

In Commemoration Reception German-Irish Bremen
Flyers, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, May 13-14, 1928

,IS.'illard Roberts,
Courtesy citizens committee, of the city and county of Milwaukee

SEND VIA SPECIAL FLIGH

1850-19th Street,

MILW.-CHGO, u-A-M. 9 ; f Personal message
Qi Milwaukee, Wis, ' '\7- ezl AA—D /Mv'-—‘—-/ o~
SUN. MAY 13, 1928 - W %7/'4 L ’ﬁv-—scv 07
et Aen s P

“Bremen Flyers” - two Germans & one Irishman - made 1% east-to-west transatlantic flight 4 /12-
13/1928. Their success was widely toasted, including in Milwaukee, 5/13-14/1928.



...Including Visits from Charles Lindbergh

r ‘Ii,ndbergh Souvenir

AIR MAIL
CARD

X MILWAUKEE, AUGUST 20-21 192.7

MfAGE

E ...

/Vz‘o’ iﬁ/ W< ‘»?trov‘%.ag-—,,%
/LS5 o

"‘/7 f/s;;;

M/(_W?uﬁ'ﬂs et

at MﬂwaUkee ug 20211

s\,
Ny

A
=

9T ;‘ ‘G— o s 3 &

g Hitsieie TR

i g

¥ oRda = O
i ‘>pf”_-“"')‘$ BN el |
G e ﬁ
. 7 143 s P i Q »:‘,‘g
)EU r ST

RV IR N ‘///{A__‘_:«'“ " & A S
de says~ )i =
- . S— s - L

Miao Aomprr S

Ao -'/773-‘) T

NMiawvw &5 £

YvooS.

. : A

Charles Lindbergh flew mail on CAM #2,
his original airmail route, on 2/20-
21/1928, to promote air mail. Thousands of
letters & post cards were prepared that
required multiple planes. Lindbergh flew
each at least some distance.



Covers of “Great Philatelic Value”

After Five Days Return to

HENRY O. MEISEL >
CLINTONVILLE, WISCONSIN e EEC '07\16 o F e TWO Covers prepared by Henry O.
1 330

3207 e Meisel, a stamp collector & advocate

Return Postage Guaranteed

ROUTB 5, BOX 70

for transporting mail via motorcycle
to local airfields.

Top: Postmarked La Crosse
12/17 /1928 to commemorate 25th
e anniversary of Wright Brothers” 1st
& flight. Charles C. Looney,
L Pkﬁfehc i postmaster of La Crosse, signed
‘ —— — cover on left edge.

Bottom: Corner advertising cover
for Indian Cycle Agency
postmarked Green Bay 11/12/1928
to commemorate 10th anniversary of
Aarsg 0 w . World War I armistice. Signed by

' - e Henry O. Meisel. Transported the 46
. 2\ | miles between Clintonville (“City of

.1-0ff.‘cial Motorcycle Service A ’
From the City of Progrew 2 9?0\4/' . @W Progress”) & Green Bay by

'ARMISTICE DAY /£7“‘ of Tacls, motorcycle.

End ng of ﬂ e Great W orld War

CLINTONVILLE, WIS.

INDIAN CYCLE AGENCY

(HENRY O. MEISEL)
R. F. D. No. 4—-Box 76A

CLINTONVILLE, WIS,

! \

NOV. 11th, 1918
8761 ‘tmt "A




If a Cover Had the Words “Air Mail,” Save It!

First Flight F.Al. 8 —
ANS
Brownsville, Tex, to Mexico Citye. QAN‘)%.
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Mr. Will=rd Roberts, .
1850 - 19th Street, .

Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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Covers related to 1t international aeronautical exposition (Chicago) & conference (Washington, DC),

December 1928. Exposition cachet (top left); conference postmark in green (bottom left); & 2- cent and 5-cent
stamps issued for conference tied to FFCs for CAM #19 (top right) & FAM #8 (bottom right).



In Fact, What Couldn’t Be Celebrated with a Cover?!

NATTONAL
AIR RACES

VMr, Willard Roberts
1850 - 1°th. Street,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin,

1929 National Air Races, Cleveland

ARMY AflR&?

MANEUVERS

[NORTON FIELD VIA AIR MAIL

{ CoLumaus, OHio.

MAY I5-25 020

E%} V., Willard Roberts

1850 - 19th. Street,
Milwaukee, Visconsin,

A & & &
1929 Army Air Maneuvers, Ohio.

OFFICIAL
OPENING

AUG. 20, 1929
WITH
WOMEN'S

NATIONAL
AIR DERBY
ARIZONA  MIEKO

VIA AIR MAIL

Mr. Willard Roberts
1850 - 19th. Street,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin,

OXIN Vidlid VIV -

DOUGLAS, U.S. A. -

Mr. Willard fioberts
1850 = 19th. Streety .

Milwaukee, Wisconsin,

1929 New York Seaplane Airport dedication



In Early 1931, the Covers Stopped Coming -
But Why?

COMPLIMENTS OF

e

e sasman VIA AIR MALL

MILWAUKEE. WISOONSIN

OPENING DAY COVER
GENERAL PULASKI

COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS
JANUARY 16, 1931.
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN.

Willard Roberts,

4060 No. 19th Street,

Milwaukee, Vis.

First Day Cover for General Casimir Pulaski commemorative issue postmarked Milwaukee
1/16/1931. Milwaukee was 1 of 11 First Day of Issue cities.



Because Uncle Herman Was Caught
Stealing Money From the Mail!

- The Milwaukee Leader Home

Vol. 20—No. 138, TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 10, (031. & PRI(P THREE CENTS

SAY PIETSBH ROBBED MAIL TO GET THRILL

On 5/18/1931, Uncle Herman, a 30-year postal employee, was arrested for stealing money from the
mail.

He didn’t need the money. He said he did it because he got “a thrill in picking out the letters which
contained money.”

He was found guilty on 12/15/1932 & sentenced to 5 years at Leavenworth. Paroled in July 1935, he
died at age 93 in 1973 never having worked again.




Yet Uncle Herman’s Passion for Air Mail
Never Lessened

AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

1515 MASSACHUSETTS AVE.,, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Sl UM ITED STATES OF AMERICA K

VIA AIR MAIL

Mr. Herman C. Pietsch

6421 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin

Cover mailed to Herman Pietsch in 1943, 8 years after he was released from prison, was
added to Willard’s collection



The Rest of the Cast

Willard enlisted in the Navy during World War II, escorting convoys across the
Atlantic. After the war he earned a degree in electrical engineering & worked in
Chicago, New York & California. He passed away in his mid 90s circa 2015.

Milo Willard married & remained in Wisconsin until she retired to Florida in the early
1980s. She passed away at age 87 in 2001.

PM Piasecki, who was not only Uncle Herman’s boss but a close personal friend,
served as Milwaukee postmaster until 1936. He passed away at age 91 in 1967.

As best can be determined, Willard was not a lifelong stamp collector, but he did take
care of the scrapbook that held the covers he received from Uncle Herman and PM
Piasecki.

And as for “Golden Age of Flight,” that came to an end as well. Air travel these days is
ho-hum, & air mail as a separate service is no more w/ domestic airmail service
officially ending 5/1/1977 & international air mail on 5/14/2007.
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