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Examples 
Featured

• Ad Agency Cover with Stamp from First Set of US Commemoratives

• 3rd Class Mail from a Stamp Dealer from the Early 1920s

• Embossed Ads Circa 1845-1859

• Series of 1861, Civil War Era Stamp

• Encased Postage Stamp from the Civil War

• “The Wells Fargo Wagon is A-Comin’”! 

• Ad Cover to England with One of First Pictorial Stamps from 1869

• US Scott #210 – Workhouse Stamp of the Late 19th Century

• Watermark on Stamped Envelopes

• Early Usage of One of the First Rotary Press Stamps

• Private Perforation Examples

• American Postal Machine and Barry Machine Cancels

• A Cinderella Stamp  

• Early Air Mail and a Graf Zeppelin and Insights from Old Postal Bulletins

• A Not-So-Special Special Delivery

• How Many of Today’s Businesses Will be Around in 100 Years?



What Better 
Way to Start 
than with an 

Ad Firm’s 
Cover from 

1894!

N.W. Ayer & Sons founded in Philadelphia in 1869. Went out of business in 2002. Known for many ad slogans 
including, “A diamond is forever” (De Beers) and “Be all you can be” (U.S. Army). Postmarked March 21, 1894, in 
Philadelphia and franked with US Scott #231, one of the Columbians and among the first commemorative stamps 
issued by the US. Just under 1.5 billion of #231 were issued.   



Of Course, We Need a Stamp Dealer Example

Franked with 1-1/2 cent US Scott #598 
(1923-25) to cover 3rd Class Mail Rate. 
Precanceled Little Rock, AR

Congo = Dem. Republic of the 
Congo; Tanganyika=Tanzania; 
Straits Settlements=Singapore 
and Malaysia; Siam=Thailand; 
Sarawak=Malaysia



Embossed Ad from the New York and Erie 
Railroad (N.Y. & ERR.), Late 1840s, Early 1850s

Stampless envelope postmarked May 15, New York. Year 
unknown but between 1845 and 1851 (start and end of prepaid 
5-cent mail rate).

N.Y. & ERR. was chartered in 1832 
and by the early 1850s connected 
Piermont, NY (north of NYC) to 
Dunkirk, NY (on Lake Erie), a 
distance of some 400 miles.



Chickering & Sons 
Pianos, 1859

Postmarked 
August 15, 1859, 
Concord, NH. 
Franked with 
two 3-cent (not 
pair) Scott US 
#26.Founded in 1823, Chickering & Sons 

was one of the earliest piano 
manufacturers in the US. The last 
Chickering piano was built in 1985.

The recipient 
was Colonel 
Thomas E. 
Chickering 
(1824-1871), 
one of the 
owners and a 
Civil War officer.



Falley (Not “Fallen”) 
Seminary, Early 1860s

Postmarked December 14, 186?, Fulton, New 
York franked with 3-cent US Scott #64 (pink 
variety with PFC), from the Series of 1861.

This 3-cent design is one of the most common 
from the Series of 1861 – almost 1.8 billion issued 
– but most are US Scott #65, a slightly different
color than #64, of which 100,000 were issued.  

Falley Seminary operated from 1836-1883. John P. Griffin was 
principal from 1856 to 1869.



Encased Postage Stamps Were Used During the Civil War to 
Address a Coin Shortage

More than 30 companies 
took advantage of the 
advertising possibilities and 
had their ads stamped on the 
brass backing in 1862.

J.C. Ayer & Co. was a well-
known apothecary 
headquartered in Lowell, MA.

Sarsaparilla was one of their 
five products. It was 
considered a remedy for skin 
and blood problems. 

US Scott #EP13. 



Wells Fargo & Co., 1865

Left side of back rotated 90-
degrees.

US Scott #U35 with Wells Fargo frank postmarked January 
1, 1865, Nevada. Total cost to the sender was 10-cents.

Wells Fargo basically ran a private post office from 
the 1850s to the 1890s. They would buy 
government-issued stamped envelopes and apply 
their own frank (or stamps). Customers paid the 
extra cost because of Wells Fargo’s superior service.

See Handbook of the Wells Fargo & Co.’s 
Handstamps and Franks Used in the United States 
ad Dominion of Canada and Foreign Countries, by 
Dr. Victor M. Berthold, Scott Stamp & Coin Co., 
1926. 



An Ad Cover 
to England 
from 1869 
Franked with 
One of the 
First Pictorial 
Stamps 
Issued by the 
US

Postmarked New York June 23, 1869, and 
franked with a 12-cent US Scott #117 to 
cover the rate from US to England.

The stamp depicts the Steamship (S.S.) 
Adriatic, which was launched in 1856. 

Covell & Co. was a 
dealer of sundry 
household items like 
chandeliers, clocks, 
lamps, and Arion 
Pianos.  



Relatively Early Usage of a Workhouse Stamp 
from 1883

Thomas Kane & Co. diversified its business in 
the late 1890s by manufacturing and selling 
gasoline-powered engines. 

On October 1, 1883, first-class mail rates 
dropped from 3-cents to 2-cents. The Post 
Office issued a new 2-cent stamp – US Scott 
#210 – to satisfy the new rate.

This pair of #210 were postmarked October 
18, 1883, in Chicago.



Holmes Extra Sifted  
Salt, 1884

More than 4.3 billion of #210 were printed making it a favorite 
among cancellation and plate variety collectors.

This cover was postmarked in New York on April 25, 1884. 

The sender – Austin, Nichols & Co. – was a grocery wholesaler 
organized in 1879 in New York. 



Another US Scott 
#210 postmarked 
New York December  
23, 1886

Early telephones were locally powered. Those 

were eventually replaced by telephones like 

those made by Wallace Electric that were 

powered by a central office battery.

Royal E. House 

(1814-1895) was a 

prominent electrical 

engineer and 

inventor. 



Final Example of #210 Postmarked February 
9, 1887, Noank, CT (with Maltese Cross)

Robert Palmer & 
Sons started in 1850 
and closed in 1914. 
It was the largest 
facility for building 
and repairing 
wooden vessels in 
southern New 
England.

The site today is the 
Noank Shipyard, 
which is a very 
active marina.  



Whimsical 
Clothing 
Store 
Cover, 
1889 US Scott #U312 Stamped Envelope Postmarked Jan. 23, 

1889, in St. Paul, MN



From 1853 to 1991, most 
stamped envelopes were 
printed on watermarked 
paper.

Wmk. 7 1886-90



Early Usage Example of One of the First 
Rotary Press Stamps from 1914

Postmarked St. Paul, MN 
October 6, 1914, with 2-
cent US Scott #453. Earliest 
documented use is 
September 26, 1914.

Booth Fisheries was 
organized in the 1890s and 
purchased by Sara Lee in 
the 1960s.



A Cover that Would Appeal to a Topical Collector of Banks 
or Sailing Ships with a Privately Perforated Stamp, 1912

Postmarked St. Louis August 26, 1912, US Scott #409 Mail-
O-Meter Type IV perforation

Image on back flap



US Scott #409 was sold in 
imperforated sheets that were 
purchased by venders, such as Mail-
O-Meter, and then self-perforated for 
sale in their vending machines.



Another private 
perf example, 
1915

Schmermack
Type III –
Hypen-holes 
on US Scott 
#409 
postmarked 
March 1, 1915

Hibbard, Spencer, Bartlett & Co. was a 
Chicago-based hardware store that 
developed a line of tools called “True 
Value.” It  sold its business and the 
“True Value” brand name to John 
Cotter in 1962. 



Earlier Hibbard, 
Spencer, Bartlett 
Cover, 1896

American Postal Machine Company August 22, 1896, postmark 
with spread-field flag cancellation. Franked with 2-cent US Scott 
#252 or #267 depending on watermark.



Colorful Ad Cover 
from 1903 with One 
Example of a “Barry 
Machine Cancel”

Barry Machine Cancel with straight-

line postmark and horizontal line 

killer from Kansas City, June 12, 

1903. Franked with US Scott #301.

Barry Machine Cancels were 
used in larger US cities from 
1895 to 1909.



Combo Ad Cover Celebrating Wisconsin’s 50th

Anniversary as a State… 

Barry Machine Cancel with oval postmark and diagonal killer line cancellation 

from Milwaukee, on June 1, 1898. Franked with US Scott #267a (probably).

…With companies 
able to place their 
name in the left-
hand margin.

Kersting & Apel Co. 
was a short-lived 
importer of teas and 
coffee.



Anyone for a PBR?

Another Barry Machine Cancel, this 
one with an oval postmark and 
horizontal line killer from Milwaukee 
April 17, 1900. Franked with US 
Scott #279B.



PBR Cover 
Contained a Pabst 
Invitation Handed 
Out at the 1893 
Columbian 
Exposition



Wilbur Stock Food, 
Milwaukee with 
Pabst Tie-in, 1915

Close-up of “Pabst” logo to 
the left of the driver.

Postmarked Milwaukee, 
April 6, 1915, franked 
with 2-cent US Scott 
#406.



Morrison Hotel, Chicago, 1939

Postmarked Nov. 1, 1939, in Chicago 
with a 3-cent US Scott #807.

Morrison Hotel opened in 1860 with 21 
rooms. Building as pictured was finished 
in 1937 and had 2,210 rooms. The hotel 
was demolished in 1965 to make room 
for the First National Bank Building (now 
Chase Tower).



The 1939 Morrison Hotel cover has 
a protest label – or a “Cinderella 
stamp.”

The National One Cent Letter 
Postage Association was organized 
in 1913 and worked to get 1st Class 
letter rates reduced to 1-cent. It 
ended its efforts around 1926. 

It’s a mystery why the sender used 
this label in 1939.



Air Mail Salt 
Lake City to 
New York 
City October 
4, 1926

Franked with US Scott #C4 and #C5. 24-cents of postage was required because 
this cover traveled through all or part of the three air mail zones in 1926: San 
Francisco to Cheyenne; Cheyenne to Chicago; and Chicago to New York. 8-cents of 
postage was required for each zone. Total travel time was about 25 hours. 

ZCMI stood for “Zion’s 
Co-operative 
Mercantile Institution,” 
a department store 
founded in 1868 by 
Brigham Young. It was 
sold to another 
department store chain 
in 1999.



Air Mail 
Route 
Map, 
January 
1, 1926



Postal Bulletins (PB) can shed light 
on many philatelic items. This PB 
shows the color scheme on this 
envelope was per postal 
regulations as of 1924. In early 
1926, the Post Office flipped the 
requirements for the placement of 
the red and blue stripes but did not 
disallow using envelopes with the 
old color scheme.



Everything 
About This Is 
Advertising!

The stamp, US Scott #C15, 
postmarked in New York 
April 25, 1930, was 
essentially an ad for the 
Graf Zeppelin airship.

The cancellation urges 
senders to “Register or 
Insure Valuable Mail.”



The Back is an Ad for 
Milwaukee and Northwest 
Airways, now part of Delta 
Airlines

Many of the buildings in this photo from the late 
1920s or 1930 still stand, including City Hall.



The journey 
of the Graf 
Zeppelin as 
logged by The 
New York 
Times and 
The Postal 
Bulletin of 
April 4, 1930, 
laying out the 
usage of the 
Graf Zeppelin 
stamps. 



Special 
Delivery –
One Swing 
and You’re 
Out! Copy of US Scott #E5 covers 10-cent special delivery fee; 2-

cent postage covered by US Scott #252 or #267. 
Postmarked Washington DC April 3, 1902. 



Label 
Pasted on 
Back of 
Special 
Delivery 
Cover 

Note from front of cover that delivery was attempted at 7:10 a.m. 
on Friday, April 4. 

How many businesses (recipient was a paper seller) are open at 
7:00 a.m.?!



Ad Covers Can be 
Philatelically Interesting 
But Also Socially, 
Showing How 
Businesses Come and 
Go and Sometimes Stay 

Bottom: Postmarked March 24, 1908, in 
Milwaukee. Franked with 2-cent US Scott 
#319. The Pfister Hotel opened in 1893 
and has been a AAA 4-Diamond hotel for 
47 years.

Top: Postmarked Milwaukee, February 16, 
1909. Franked with 2-cent US Scott #332. 
A.R. Wiens Brush Company opened circa 
1900 and was out of business by the mid 
1960s.



Questions?

Comments?
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